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Terms of Use  
THIS AGREEMENT is a legal document that governs your use of Literary Award Report: Governor General’s 2023 in PDF format. 
By downloading the document you indicate that you agree to be bound by the terms and conditions specified herein. 

 

1. COPYRIGHT. BookNet Canada (“BNC”) owns all rights in the multi-use electronic formats of Literary Award Report: Governor 
General’s 2023 (“Electronic Publication”) and the copyrights therein. Copyright © BookNet Canada. All rights reserved. 

2. REPRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION. A purchaser of the Electronic Publication who accepts and agrees to the conditions 
specified in these Terms of Use (“Authorized Purchaser”) may post a copy of the Electronic Publication on his or her 
company’s secured intranet server and/or distribute the Electronic Publication in physical or digital form to their 
immediate employees and any wholly owned subsidiaries if a multi-user license agreement has been purchased. 
Acceptance of the Electronic Publication constitutes the Authorized Purchaser’s agreement with these terms. 

3. PROHIBITION OF SUBLICENSE OR ASSIGNMENT. Except as permitted in 2 above, neither the Terms of Use nor the 
Electronic Publication nor any part thereof may be sublicensed, assigned, transferred or given away by the Authorized 
Purchaser without the prior written consent of BNC. Any attempt to sublicense, assign or transfer any of the rights, 
interests, duties or obligations under this license constitutes a material breach of this Agreement justifying termination. 

4. ALTERATION. The Authorized Purchaser may not modify, adapt, transform, translate or create any derivative work based 
on any material included in the Electronic Publication, or otherwise use any such materials in a manner that would 
infringe the copyrights therein. Each Electronic Publication will include a Copyright Notice. The Copyright Notice and any 
other notices or disclaimers may not be removed, obscured, or modified in any way. 

5. REQUIRED NOTICES. The Authorized Purchaser may not assert or represent to any third party that they have any 
ownership rights in, or the right to sell, transfer, or lend the Electronic Publication. 

6. USER WARRANTIES. Each Authorized Purchaser warrants that it will use reasonable efforts to ensure the security and 
integrity of each Electronic Publication, and will notify BookNet Canada promptly of any unauthorized use of the Electronic 
Publication of which they become aware. Any abuse of these Terms of Use may be pursued to the fullest extent permitted 
under applicable laws, treaties, and conventions. 

7. INDEMNIFICATION. The authorized purchaser agrees to indemnify BNC and its directors, officers, employees, affiliates 
and agents, and shall hold each of them harmless against any claims, losses or damages asserted by any entity, including 
court costs and reasonable attorneys’ fees, arising out of or in connection with the use, or attempted use, of the electronic 
publication. 

8. LIMITATION OF LIABILITY. BNC shall not be liable for direct, indirect, incidental, special or consequential damages of any 
type arising out of or in connection with this agreement or the electronic publication. The Authorized Purchaser 
acknowledges that BNC has agreed to make the Electronic Publication available in reliance on the exclusions and 
limitations of liability and disclaimers of warranty set forth above and that the same form an essential basis of the bargain 
between the parties. 

9. GOVERNING LAW AND GENERAL PROVISIONS. The laws of the Government of Canada shall govern these Terms of Use. If 
any part of any provision of these Terms of Use shall be invalid or unenforceable, such part shall be deemed to be 
restated to reflect, as nearly as possible, the original intentions of both of the parties in accordance with applicable law, 
and the remainder of the Terms of Use shall remain in full force and effect. These Terms of Use are the complete and 
exclusive statement of the agreement between you as the Authorized Purchaser and BNC with respect to the Electronic 
Publication, and supersedes any proposal or prior agreement, oral or written, and any other communications between 
you and BNC relating to the subject matter of these Terms of Use. They may not be changed, modified or otherwise 
altered without the prior written consent of BNC. 
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Introduction 

To get a sense of what to expect during the upcoming award season, and to help 
publishers with stock and demand planning, BNC Research’s Literary Award 
Reports show a trend analysis of last year’s shortlist and winner, as well as a 
comparison in sales and stock position of all winning titles from preview years.  

Looking at sales data from 2019 to 2022, this report can help you to better predict 
potential sales and order spikes by giving you the data you need to ensure you 
have enough copies in the warehouse and on booksellers’ shelves. 

This report includes:  
● bibliographic data for shortlisted titles; 
● week-over-week comparison of volume sold and volume on hand for each 

shortlisted title within the graphed time period; 
● market trends by week and percentage of market share for shortlisted titles; 

and 
● year-over-year comparison of volume sold for winners from 2019 to 2022. 

How to interpret the graphs and percent change figures:  
● All dates used in the graphs represent week-ending dates.  
● The graphed time period is from week ending Sep. 25, 2022 to Jan. 15, 2023. 
● BNC calculates percent change based on average units sold three weeks 

prior to shortlist and winner announcements compared to units sold in the 
week or week after of each announcement, depending on which day of the 
week the announcement is made. These calculations are dependent on a 
given title’s availability in the market.   

Caveats 

Based on publisher feedback, we estimate that BNC SalesData represents 85% of 
physical English-language trade book sales in Canada. Certain retail categories are 
not completely covered by our retail panel, and this should be noted in any 
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interpretation of these results, as the effect of certain awards may not be fully 
captured in our data. These retail categories include: 

● Independent bookstores: SalesData includes most major independent 
bookstores and many smaller ones but not all, any of which could be actively 
promoting an award winner. It also does not capture some specialty 
independent bookstores where a genre- or subject-specific award may have 
more impact. However, we are able to detect even the slightest variation in 
sales in our independent panel, so we are confident that sales changes in the 
independent market are well represented. 

● K-12 and higher-education sales: Our panel does not include direct 
institutional sales to schools or college/university textbook sales.  

New booksellers have begun contributing to SalesData since our first literary 
awards study, conducted in October 2006. Some changes seen in year-over-year 
sales figures may be due to the increased number of stores reporting sales, rather 
than a true increase in overall sales. 

At this time, ebook and audiobook sales are not represented in SalesData. 
Therefore, all numbers in this report refer to print books only. 

The study was prepared by BookNet Canada staff.  
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Governor General’s Literary Awards  

This report includes data on seven English-language Governor General’s Literary 
Awards categories: Fiction, Non-Fiction, Poetry, Drama, Young People’s Literature – 
Text, Young People’s Literature – Illustrated, and Translation. 

In 2022, the Governor General’s Literary Awards shortlists were announced on 
October 12, 2022. The prize was awarded on November 16, 2022. 
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Fiction 

These are the shortlisted titles for the 2022 Governor General’s Literary Award for 
Fiction:  

2022 winner 
● Pure Colour by Sheila Heti, Knopf Canada, HT, 9780735282452, $29.95 

 

2022 nominated titles 
● All the Quiet Places by Brian Thomas Isaac, TouchWood Editions, TP, 

9781990071027, $24.00 
● Finding Edward by Sheila Murray, Cormorant Books, TP, 9781770866263, 

$24.95 
● Probably Ruby by Lisa Bird-Wilson, Doubleday Canada, TP, 9780385696708, 

$19.95 
● The Most Precious Substance on Earth by Shashi Bhat, McClellend & Stewart, 

TP, 9780771094965, $24.95 
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Shortlisted titles  

This section includes data on the volume of sales and on hand for the entire 
shortlist of the 2022 Governor General’s Literary Award for Fiction, as well as the 
specific impact of the shortlist and winner announcement on book sales.  

Volume of sales for 2022 shortlisted titles 
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Volume of sales for 2022 shortlisted titles 

 

 

Percent changes by announcement for 2022 shortlisted titles 

 

All the 
Quiet 
Places 

Finding 
Edward 

Probably 
Ruby 

The Most 
Precious 
Place on 
Earth 

Pure 
Colour 

Average 
percent 
change 

Shortlist  -36% 362% 235% 100% -11% 130% 

Winner  57% 262% -19% -9% 187% 96% 
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Volume on hand for 2022 shortlisted titles 
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Winner comparison 

This section compares the volume of sales of Governor General’s Literary Award for 
Fiction award winners from 2019 to 2022. 

Award winners: 
● 2022: Pure Colour by Sheila Heti, Knopf Canada, HT, 9780735282452, $29.95 
● 2021: Tainna: The Unseen Ones by Norma Dunning, Douglas & McIntyre, 

TP, 9781771622714, $19.95 
● 2020: Five Little Indians by Michelle Good, HarperCollins Canada, TP, 

9781443459181, $22.99 
● 2019: Five Wives by Joan Thomas, HarperCollins Publishers, TP, 

9781443458542, $24.99 

The tables and graphs below exclude the weeks surrounding Christmas. The 2020 
Governor General’s Literary Awards period spanned from May to June 2021, 
rescheduled from October to November 2020.  
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Volume of sales for winning titles from 2019 to 2022 
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Volume of sales for winning titles from 2019 to 2022 

 

Percent changes by announcement for winning titles from 2019 to 2022 

 

Five Wives 
(2019) 

Five Little 
Indians 
(2020) 

Tainna 
(2021) 

Pure 
Colour 
(2022) 

Average 
percent 
change 

Shortlist  -25% 227% 0% -11% 48% 

Winner  331% 268% 500% 187% 322% 
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Non-Fiction 

These are the shortlisted titles for the 2022 Governor General’s Literary Award for 
Non-Fiction:  

2022 winner 
● Aki-wayn-zih by Eli Baxter, McGill-Queen's University Press, HT, 

9780228008071, $27.95 

 

2022 nominated titles 
● All the Frequent Troubles of Our Days by Rebecca Donner, Little, Brown and 

Company, TP, 9780316561709, $23.99 
● Generation Dread by Britt Wray, Knopf Canada, HT, 9780735280724, $32.00 
● Persephone's Children by Rowan McCandless, Dundurn Press, TP, 

9781459747616, $22.99 
● Rehearsals for Living by Robyn Maynard and Leanne Betasamosake 

Simpson, Knopf Canada, HT, 9781039000650, $32.00 
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Shortlisted titles  

This section includes data on the volume of sales and on hand for the entire 
shortlist of the 2022 Governor General’s Literary Award for Non-Fiction, as well as 
the specific impact of the shortlist and winner announcement on book sales.  

Volume of sales for 2022 shortlisted titles 
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Volume of sales for 2022 shortlisted titles 

 

 

Percent changes by announcement for 2022 shortlisted titles 

 

 

All the 
Frequent 
Troubles 

of Our 
Days 

 

 

 

Generation 
Dread 

 

 

 

Persephone's 
Children 

 

 

 

Rehearsals 
for Living 

 

 

 

Aki-
wayn-

zih 

Average 
percent 
change 

Shortlist  -67% 96% 100% 57% 50% 47% 

Winner  83% 29% 100% -9% 671% 175% 



Literary Award Report: Governor General’s 2023 

 

 

© BookNet Canada 2023 20 

Volume on hand for 2022 shortlisted titles 
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Winner comparison 

This section compares the volume of sales of Governor General’s Literary Award for 
Non-Fiction award winners from 2019 to 2022. 

Award winners: 
● 2022: Aki-wayn-zih by Eli Baxter, McGill-Queen's University Press, HT, 

9780228008071, $27.95 
● 2021: alfabet/alphabet: a memoir of a first language by Sadiqa de 

Meijer, Palimpsest Press, TP, 9781989287606, $15.95 
● 2020: This Red Line Goes Straight to Your Heart by Madhur Anand, Strange 

Light/McClelland & Stewart, TP, 9780771007774, $26.00 
● 2019: To the River by Don Gillmor, Random House Canada, HT, 

9780345814661, $29.95 

The tables and graphs below exclude the weeks surrounding Christmas. The 2020 
Governor General’s Literary Awards period spanned from May to June 2021, 
rescheduled from October to November 2020.  
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Volume of sales for winning titles from 2019 to 2022 
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Volume of sales for winning titles from 2019 to 2022 

 

 

Percent changes by announcement for winning titles from 2019 to 2022 

 

To the River 
(2019) 

This Red 
Line Goes 
Straight to 
Your Heart 
(2020) 

alfabet/ 
alphabet 
(2021) 

 

 

 

Aki-wayn-
zih 

Average 
percent 
change 

Shortlist  38% 100% -57% 50% 33% 

Winner  526% 17% 1,288% 671% 626% 

 



Literary Award Report: Governor General’s 2023 

 

 

© BookNet Canada 2023 24 

Poetry 

These are the shortlisted titles for the 2022 Governor General’s Literary Award for 
Poetry:  

2022 winner 
● Shadow Blight by Annick MacAskill, Gaspereau Press, TP, 9781554472383, 

$18.95 

 

2022 nominated titles 
● Dream of No One but Myself by D. M. Bradford, Brick Books, TP, 

9781771315609, $22.95 
● H of H Playbook by Anne Carson, New Directions Publishing, HT, 

9780811231237, $31.95 
● Horrible Dance by Avery Lake, Brick Books, TP, 9781771315753, $21.95 
● Shifting Baseline Syndrome by Aaron Kreuter, University of Regina Press, TP, 

9780889778542, $19.95 
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Shortlisted titles  

This section includes data on the volume of sales and on hand for the entire 
shortlist of the 2022 Governor General’s Literary Award for Poetry, as well as the 
specific impact of the shortlist and winner announcement on book sales.  

Volume of sales for 2022 shortlisted titles 

 



Literary Award Report: Governor General’s 2023 

 

 

© BookNet Canada 2023 26 

Volume of sales for 2022 shortlisted titles 

 

 

Percent changes by announcement for 2022 shortlisted titles 

 

Dream 
of No 
One but 
Myself 

 

H of H 
Playbook 

 

Horrible 
Dance 

Shifting 
Baseline 
Syndrome 

 

Shadow 
Blight 

Average 
percent 
change 

Shortlist  -50% 275% 200% 100% 300% 165% 

Winner  20% -45% 50% 200% 220% 89% 
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Volume on hand for 2022 shortlisted titles 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Literary Award Report: Governor General’s 2023 

 

 

© BookNet Canada 2023 28 

Winner comparison 

This section compares the volume of sales of Governor General’s Literary Award for 
Poetry award winners from 2019 to 2022. 

Award winners: 
● 2022: Shadow Blight by Annick MacAskill, Gaspereau Press, TP, 

9781554472383, $18.95 
● 2021: The Junta of Happenstance by Tolu Oloruntoba, Palimpsest Press, TP, 

9781989287729, $19.95 
● 2020: Norma Jeane Baker of Troy by Anne Carson, New Directions Publishing, 

TP, 9780811229364, $17.95 
● 2019: Holy Wild by Gwen Benaway, Book*hug, TP, 9781771664394, $18.00 

The tables and graphs below exclude the weeks surrounding Christmas. The 2020 
Governor General’s Literary Awards period spanned from May to June 2021, 
rescheduled from October to November 2020. 
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Volume of sales for winning titles from 2019 to 2022 
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Volume of sales for winning titles from 2019 to 2022 

 

 

Percent changes by announcement for winning titles from 2018 to 2021 

 

Holy Wild 
(2019) 

Norma 
Jeane 
Baker of 
Troy 
(2020) 

The Junta of 
Happenstance 
(2021) 

 

 

Shadow 
Blight (2022) 

Average 
percent 
change 

Shortlist  304% 380% 100% 300% 271% 

Winner  200% 108% 233% 220% 190% 
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Drama 

These are the shortlisted titles for the 2022 Governor General’s Literary Award for 
Drama:  

2022 winner 
● The Piano Teacher by Dorothy Dittrich, Talonbooks, TP, 9781772014020, 

$16.95 

 

2022 nominated titles 
● Everybody Just C@lm the F#ck Down by Robert Chafe, Playwrights Canada 

Press, TP, 9780369103475, $18.95 
● Inheritance by Daniel Arnold, Medina Hahn, and Darrell Dennis, Talonbooks, 

TP, 9781772013627, $24.95 
● Iphigenia and the Furies (On Taurian Land) & Antigone: 方 by Ho Ka Kei (Jeff Ho), 

Playwrights Canada Press, TP, 9780369103024, $20.95 
● Lady Sunrise by Marjorie Chan, Playwrights Canada Press, TP, 

9780369103543, $18.95 
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Shortlisted titles  

This section includes data on the volume of sales and on hand for the entire 
shortlist of the 2022 Governor General’s Literary Award for Drama, as well as the 
specific impact of the shortlist and winner announcement on book sales.  

Volume of sales for 2022 shortlisted titles 
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Volume of sales for 2022 shortlisted titles 

 

 

Percent changes by announcement for 2022 shortlisted titles 

 

Everybody 
Just C@lm 
the F#ck 
Down Inheritance 

Iphigenia 
and the 
Furies (On 
Taurian 
Land) & 
Antigone: 方 

Lady 
Sunrise 

The Piano 
Teacher 

Average 
percent 
change 

Shortlist  200% -100% 0% 0% 100% 40% 

Winner  50% 71% 200% -100% 50% 54% 
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Volume on hand for 2022 shortlisted titles 
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Winner comparison 

This section compares the volume of sales of Governor General’s Literary Award for 
Drama award winners from 2019 to 2022. 

Award winners: 
● 2022: The Piano Teacher by Dorothy Dittrich, Talonbooks, TP, 9781772014020, 

$16.95 
● 2021: Sexual Misconduct of the Middle Classes by Hannah Moscovitch, 

Playwrights Canada Press, TP, 9780369102300, $18.95 
● 2020: Kamloopa by Kim Senklip Harvey, Talonbooks, TP, 9781772012422, 

$16.95 
● 2019: Other Side of the Game by Amanda Parris, Playwrights Canada Press, TP, 

9781770919914, $17.95 

The tables and graphs below exclude the weeks surrounding Christmas. The 2020 
Governor General’s Literary Awards period spanned from May to June 2021, 
rescheduled from October to November 2020.  
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Volume of sales for winning titles from 2019 to 2022 
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Volume of sales for winning titles from 2019 to 2022 

 

 

Percent changes by announcement for winning titles from 2019 to 2022 

 

Other Side 
of the 
Game 
(2019) 

Kamloopa 
(2020) 

Sexual 
Misconduct 
of the 
Middle 
Classes 
(2021) 

The Piano 
Teacher 
(2022) 

Average 
percent 
change 

Shortlist  -5% 1,138% 500% 100% 433% 

Winner  760% 260% 850% 50% 480% 
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Young People’s Literature – Text 

These are the shortlisted titles for the 2022 Governor General’s Literary Award for 
Young People’s Literature – Text:  

2022 winner 
● The Summer of Bitter and Sweet by Jen Ferguson, HarperCollins, HT, 

9780063086166, $24.99 

 

2022 nominated titles 
● A Boy Is Not a Ghost by Edeet Ravel, Groundwood Books, HT, 9781773064987, 

$16.99 
● Sorry For Your Loss by Joanne Levy, Orca Book Publishers, TP, 9781459827073, 

$12.95 
● Step by Deborah Ellis, Groundwood Books, TP, 9781773068152, $10.99 
● Urchin by Kate Story, Running the Goat, TP, 9781927917435, $14.99 
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Shortlisted titles  

This section includes data on the volume of sales and on hand for the entire 
shortlist of the 2022 Governor General’s Literary Award for Young People’s 
Literature – Text, as well as the specific impact of the shortlist and winner 
announcement on book sales.  

Volume of sales for 2022 shortlisted titles 
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Volume of sales for 2022 shortlisted titles 

 

 

Percent changes by announcement for 2022 shortlisted titles 

 

 

A Boy Is 
Not a 
Ghost 

 

Sorry 
For Your 
Loss 

 

 

Step 

 

 

Urchin 

The 
Summer 
of Bitter 
and 
Sweet 

Average 
percent 
change 

Shortlist  -40% 653% 125% -25% 327% 208% 

Winner  13% 109% 91% 3% 148% 73% 
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Volume on hand for 2022 shortlisted titles 
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Winner comparison 

This section compares the volume of sales of Governor General’s Literary Award for 
Fiction award winners from 2019 to 2022. 

Award winners: 
● 2022: The Summer of Bitter and Sweet by Jen Ferguson, HarperCollins, HT, 

9780063086166, $24.99 
● 2021: Firefly by Philippa Dowding, Cormorant Books, TP, 9781770865983, 

$13.95 
● 2020: The King of Jam Sandwiches by Eric Walters, Orca Book Publishers, TP, 

9781459825567, $14.95 
● 2019: Stand on the Sky by Erin Bow, Scholastic Canada, HT, 9781443163798, 

$21.99 

The tables and graphs below exclude the weeks surrounding Christmas. The 2020 
Governor General’s Literary Awards period spanned from May to June 2021, 
rescheduled from October to November 2020.  



Literary Award Report: Governor General’s 2023 

 

 

© BookNet Canada 2023 43 

Volume of sales for winning titles from 2019 to 2022 
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Volume of sales for winning titles from 2019 to 2022 

 

 

Percent changes by announcement for winning titles from 2019 to 2022 

 

Stand on 
the Sky 
(2019) 

The King of 
Jam 
Sandwiches 
(2020) 

Firefly 
(2021) 

The 
Summer 
of Bitter 
and Sweet 
(2022) 

Average 
percent 
change 

Shortlist  129% 159% 50% 327% 166% 

Winner  242% 117% -73% 148% 108% 
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Young People’s Literature – Illustrated books 

These are the shortlisted titles for the 2021 Governor General’s Literary Award for 
Young People’s Literature – Illustrated books:  

2022 winner 
● The Sour Cherry Tree by Naseem Hrab, illus. by Nahid Kazemi, Owlkids Books, 

HT, 9781771474146, $19.95 

 

2022 nominated titles 
● kā-āciwīkicik / The Move by Doris George and Don K. Philpot, illus. by Alyssa 

Koski, Heritage House, TP, 9781772034288, $14.95 
● Mina by Matthew Forsythe, Simon & Schuster, HT, 9781982182816, $21.99 
● The Big Bath House by Kyo Maclear; illus. by Gracey Zhang, Random House 

Children’s Books, HT, 9780593181959, $23.99 
● Time is a Flower by Julie Morstad, Tundra Books, HT, 9780735267541, $23.99 
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Shortlisted titles  

This section includes data on the volume of sales and on hand for the entire 
shortlist of the 2022 Governor General’s Literary Award for Young People’s 
Literature – Illustrated books, as well as the specific impact of the shortlist and 
winner announcement on book sales.  

Volume of sales for 2022 shortlisted titles 
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Volume of sales for 2022 shortlisted titles 

 

 

Percent changes by announcement for 2022 shortlisted titles 

 

kā-āciwīkicik 
/ The Move 

 

Mina 

The Big 
Bath 
House 

Time is a 
Flower 

The Sour 
Cherry 
Tree 

Average 
percent 
change 

Shortlist  100% 11% 38% -35% 500% 123% 

Winner  200% 26% 20% -44% 200% 80% 
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Volume on hand for 2022 shortlisted titles 
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Winner comparison 

This section compares the volume of sales of Governor General’s Literary Award for 
Young People’s Literature – Illustrated books award winners from 2019 to 2022. 

Award winners: 
● 2022: The Sour Cherry Tree by Naseem Hrab, illus. by Nahid Kazemi, Owlkids 

Books, HT, 9781771474146, $19.95 
● 2021: On the Trapline by David A. Robertson, illus. by Julie Flett, Tundra Books, 

HT, 9780735266681, $21.99 
● 2020: The Barnabus Project by Terry Fan, Eric Fan, and Devin Fan, Tundra 

Books, HT, 9780735263260, $23.99 
● 2019: Small in the City by Sydney Smith, Groundwood Books, HT, 

9781773061986, $19.95 

The tables and graphs below exclude the weeks surrounding Christmas. The 2020 
Governor General’s Literary Awards period spanned from May to June 2021, 
rescheduled from October to November 2020.  
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Volume of sales for winning titles from 2019 to 2022 
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Volume of sales for winning titles from 2019 to 2022 

 

 

 

Percent changes by announcement for winning titles from 2019 to 2022 

 

Small in 
the City 
(2019) 

The 
Barnabus 
Project 
(2020) 

On the 
Trapline 
(2021) 

The Sour 
Cherry 
Tree 
(2022) 

Average 
percent 
change 

Shortlist  -57% -11% -54% 500% 94% 

Winner  82% 0% 81% 200% 91% 
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Translation – English-to-French 

These are the shortlisted titles for the 2022 Governor General’s Literary Award for 
Translation – English-to-French:  

2022 winner 
● History of the Jews in Quebec by Pierre Anctil, transl. by Judith Weisz 

Woodsworth, University of Ottawa Press, TP, 9780776629483, $39.95 

 

2022 nominated titles 
● White Resin by Audrée Wilhelmy, transl. by Susan Ouriou, Arachnide Editions, 

TP, 9781487008864, $22.99 
● This is How I Disappear by Mirion Malle, transl. by Aleshia Jensen and Bronwyn 

Haslam, Drawn & Quarterly, TP, 9781770464612, $29.95 
● They Called Us Savages by Dominique Rankin and Marie-Josee Tardif, transl. by 

Ben Vrignon, Vidacom Publications, TP, 9781989282939, $19.99 
● Remnants by Céline Huyghebaert, transl. by Aleshia Jensen, Book*hug Press, 

TP, 9781771667500, $23.00 
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Shortlisted titles  

This section includes data on the volume of sales and on hand for the entire 
shortlist of the 2022 Governor General’s Literary Award for Translation – English-to-
French, as well as the specific impact of the shortlist and winner announcement on 
book sales.  

Volume of sales for 2022 shortlisted titles 
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Volume of sales for 2022 shortlisted titles 

 

 

 

Percent changes by announcement for 2022 shortlisted titles 

 

 

 

Remnants 

They 
Called 
Us 
Savages 

 

This is 
How I 
Disappear 

 

 

White Resin 

History of 
the Jews 
in 
Quebec 

Average 
percent 
change 

Shortlist  -100% 0% -63% 0% 200% 8% 

Winner  50% -100% 0% -100% 2,000% 370% 
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Volume on hand for 2022 shortlisted titles 
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Winner comparison 

This section compares the volume of sales of Governor General’s Literary Award for 
Translation – English-to-French award winners from 2019 to 2022. 

Award winners: 
● 2022: History of the Jews in Quebec by Pierre Anctil, transl. by Judith Weisz 

Woodsworth, University of Ottawa Press, TP, 9780776629483, $39.95 
● 2021: This Radiant Life by Chantal Neveu, transl. by Erín Moure, Book*hug 

Press, TP, 9781771666336, $20.00 
● 2020: If You Hear Me by Pascale Quiviger, transl. by Lazer 

Lederhendler, Biblioasis, TP, 9781771962711, $22.95 
● 2019: Birds of a Kind by Wajdi Mouawad, transl. by Linda Gaboriau, 

Playwrights Canada Press, TP, 9781770919907, $18.95 

The tables and graphs below exclude the weeks surrounding Christmas. The 2020 
Governor General’s Literary Awards period spanned from May to June 2021, 
rescheduled from October to November 2020.  
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Volume of sales for winning titles from 2019 to 2022 
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Volume of sales for winning titles from 2019 to 2022 

 

 

 

Percent changes by announcement for winning titles from 2018 to 2021 

 

Birds of a 
Kind 
(2019) 

If You 
Hear Me 
(2020) 

This 
Radiant 
Life (2021) 

History of 
the Jews in 
Quebec 
(2022) 

Average 
percent 
change 

Shortlist  -63% 100% -100% 200% 34% 

Winner  -56% 250% 350% 2,000% 636% 
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About BookNet Canada 

BookNet Canada is a non-profit organization that develops technology, standards, 
and education to serve the Canadian book industry. Founded in 2002 to address 
systemic challenges in the industry, BookNet Canada supports publishing 
companies, booksellers, wholesalers, distributors, sales agents, and libraries across 
the country.  

BookNet Canada acknowledges that its operations are remote and our colleagues 
contribute their work from the traditional territories of the Mississaugas of 
the Credit, the Ojibwa of Fort William First Nation, the Anishinaabe, the 
Haudenosaunee, the Wyandot, the Mi’kmaq, and the Métis, the original nations and 
peoples of the lands we now call Beeton, Brampton, Guelph, Halifax, Thunder Bay, 
Toronto, and Vaughan. We endorse the Calls to Action from the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission of Canada and support an ongoing shift from 
gatekeeping to spacemaking in the book industry. 

The book industry has long been an industry of gatekeeping. Anyone who works at 
any stage of the book supply chain carries a responsibility to serve readers by 
publishing, promoting, and supplying works that represent the wide extent of 
human experiences and identities, in all its complicated intersectionality. We, at 
BookNet Canada, are committed to working with our partners in the industry as we 
move towards a framework that supports “spacemaking,” which ensures that 
marginalized creators and professionals all have the opportunity to contribute, 
work, and lead. 

BookNet Canada’s services and research help companies promote and sell books, 
streamline workflows, and analyze and adapt to a rapidly changing market. 
BookNet Canada sets technology standards and educates organizations about how 
to apply them, performs market research, and tracks 85% of all Canadian English-
language print trade book sales through BNC SalesData. 

BookNet Canada has extensive research available on our website, both free and for 
purchase. To stay updated on current and future research, including our 

http://mncfn.ca/
http://mncfn.ca/
https://www.haudenosauneeconfederacy.com/
https://ehprnh2mwo3.exactdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf
https://ehprnh2mwo3.exactdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf
https://www.booknetcanada.ca/bnc-research
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forthcoming study on what readers think about diversity in the Canadian book 
market, subscribe to our monthly BNC Research newsletter. To stay up-to-date on 
all BookNet Canada news and information, subscribe to our weekly eNews. 

If you have any questions or comments about this or other studies, please contact 
the research team at research@booknetcanada.ca.  

Industry-led and partially funded by the Department of Canadian Heritage, 
BookNet Canada has become, as The Globe and Mail puts it, “the book industry’s 
supply-chain nerve centre.” 

Learn more at booknetcanada.ca. 

 

https://booknetcanada.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=4576b1cb7fdce43af498937a5&id=fd163659c8
https://www.booknetcanada.ca/newsletter-sign-up
https://www.booknetcanada.ca/newsletter-sign-up
https://www.booknetcanada.ca/newsletter-sign-up
mailto:research@booknetcanada.ca
https://www.booknetcanada.ca/

