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downloading the document you indicate that you agree to be bound by the terms and conditions specified herein.

1.COPYRIGHT. BookNet Canada (“BNC") owns all rights in the multi-use electronic formats of Literary Award Report: Canada
Reads 2023 (“Electronic Publication”) and the copyrights therein. Copyright © BookNet Canada. All rights reserved.

2.REPRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION. A purchaser of the Electronic Publication who accepts and agrees to the conditions
specified in these Terms of Use (“Authorized Purchaser”) may post a copy of the Electronic Publication on his or her
company’s secured intranet server and/or distribute the Electronic Publication in physical or digital form to their
immediate employees and any wholly owned subsidiaries if a multi-user license agreement has been purchased.
Acceptance of the Electronic Publication constitutes the Authorized Purchaser's agreement with these terms.

3.PROHIBITION OF SUBLICENSE OR ASSIGNMENT. Except as permitted in 2 above, neither the Terms of Use nor the
Electronic Publication nor any part thereof may be sublicensed, assigned, transferred or given away by the Authorized
Purchaser without the prior written consent of BNC. Any attempt to sublicense, assign or transfer any of the rights,
interests, duties or obligations under this license constitutes a material breach of this Agreement justifying termination.

4 .ALTERATION. The Authorized Purchaser may not modify, adapt, transform, translate or create any derivative work based
on any material included in the Electronic Publication, or otherwise use any such materials in a manner that would
infringe the copyrights therein. Each Electronic Publication will include a Copyright Notice. The Copyright Notice and any
other notices or disclaimers may not be removed, obscured, or modified in any way.

5.REQUIRED NOTICES. The Authorized Purchaser may not assert or represent to any third party that they have any
ownership rights in, or the right to sell, transfer, or lend the Electronic Publication.

6.USER WARRANTIES. Each Authorized Purchaser warrants that it will use reasonable efforts to ensure the security and
integrity of each Electronic Publication, and will notify BookNet Canada promptly of any unauthorized use of the Electronic
Publication of which they become aware. Any abuse of these Terms of Use may be pursued to the fullest extent permitted
under applicable laws, treaties, and conventions.

7.INDEMNIFICATION. The authorized purchaser agrees to indemnify BNC and its directors, officers, employees, affiliates
and agents, and shall hold each of them harmless against any claims, losses or damages asserted by any entity, including
court costs and reasonable attorneys’ fees, arising out of or in connection with the use, or attempted use, of the electronic
publication.

8.LIMITATION OF LIABILITY. BNC shall not be liable for direct, indirect, incidental, special or consequential damages of any
type arising out of or in connection with this agreement or the electronic publication. The Authorized Purchaser
acknowledges that BNC has agreed to make the Electronic Publication available in reliance on the exclusions and
limitations of liability and disclaimers of warranty set forth above and that the same form an essential basis of the bargain
between the parties.

9.GOVERNING LAW AND GENERAL PROVISIONS. The laws of the Government of Canada shall govern these Terms of Use. If
any part of any provision of these Terms of Use shall be invalid or unenforceable, such part shall be deemed to be
restated to reflect, as nearly as possible, the original intentions of both of the parties in accordance with applicable law,
and the remainder of the Terms of Use shall remain in full force and effect. These Terms of Use are the complete and
exclusive statement of the agreement between you as the Authorized Purchaser and BNC with respect to the Electronic
Publication, and supersedes any proposal or prior agreement, oral or written, and any other communications between
you and BNC relating to the subject matter of these Terms of Use. They may not be changed, modified or otherwise
altered without the prior written consent of BNC.

If you have questions about public disclosure of this report, please contact media@booknetcanada.ca.
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Introduction

To get a sense of what to expect during the upcoming award season, and to help
publishers with stock and demand planning, BNC Research’s Literary Award
Reports show a trend analysis of last year's shortlist and winner, as well as a
comparison in sales and stock position of all winning titles from previous years.

Looking at sales data from 2020 to 2023, this report can help you to better predict
potential sales and order spikes by giving you the data you need to ensure you
have enough copies in the warehouse and on booksellers’ shelves.

This report includes:
e bibliographic data for shortlisted titles;
e week-over-week comparison of volume sold, volume on hand, and volume
on order for each shortlisted title within the graphed time period;
e market trends by week and percentage of market share for shortlisted titles;
and
e year-over-year comparison of volume sold for winners from 2020 to 2023.

How to interpret the graphs and percent change figures:

e All dates used in the graphs represent week-ending dates.

e The graphed time period is from week ending Jan. 8, 2023 to Apr. 23, 2023.

e BNC calculates percent change based on average units sold three weeks
prior to shortlist and winner announcements compared to units sold in the
week or week after of each announcement, depending on which day of the
week the announcement is made. These calculations are dependent on a
given title’s availability in the market.

Caveats

Based on publisher feedback, we estimate that BNC SalesData represents 85% of
physical English-language trade book sales in Canada. Certain retail categories are
not completely covered by our retail panel, and this should be noted in any
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interpretation of these results, as the effect of certain awards may not be fully
captured in our data. These retail categories include:

e Independent bookstores: SalesData includes most major independent
bookstores and many smaller ones but not all, any of which could be actively
promoting an award winner. It also does not capture some specialty
independent bookstores where a genre- or subject-specific award may have
more impact. However, we are able to detect even the slightest variation in
sales in our independent panel, so we are confident that sales changes in the
independent market are well represented.

e K-12 and higher-education sales: Our panel does not include direct
institutional sales to schools or college/university textbook sales.

New booksellers have begun contributing to SalesData since our first literary
awards study, conducted in October 2006. Some changes seen in year-over-year
sales figures may be due to the increased number of stores reporting sales, rather
than a true increase in overall sales.

At this time, ebook and audiobook sales are not represented in SalesData.
Therefore, all numbers in this report refer to print books only.

The study was prepared by BookNet Canada staff.
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Canada Reads

In 2023, the Canada Reads shortlist was announced on January 25, 2023. Debates
took place from March 27 to March 30, 2023 and the prize was awarded on March
30, 2023.

These are the shortlisted titles:

2023 winner
e Ducks by Kate Beaton, Drawn and Quarterly, HT, 9781770462892, $39.95

2023 nominated titles
e Mexican Gothic by Silvia Moreno-Garcia, Del Rey, TP, 9780525620808, $23.00
e Greenwood by Michael Christie, McClelland & Stewart, TP, 9780771024481,
$22.00
e Hotline by Dimitri Nasrallah, Esplanade Books, TP, 9781550655940, $21.95
e Station Eleven by Emily St. John Mandel, Harper Perennial, TP,
9781443434874, $21.00

The above nominated titles are presented in order of elimination.
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Shortlisted titles

This section includes data on the volume of sales for the entire shortlist of Canada
Reads 2023, as well as the specific impact of the shortlist and winner
announcement on book sales. This data is presented both for the entire shortlist
and title-by-title.

Volume of sales for 2023 shortlisted titles

Shortlist announced Winner announced

HOTIIE}
GREENWDOD @QEHBEME
MICHAEL AAISTIC HE@E SEHBEL%
‘ RS
Mexican Station overall 2023 Markets
Gothic Greenwood Hotline Eleven Ducks Unit Sales Non-Fiction Fiction Week
January 8 30 35 4 144 566 779 367,350 281,174 1
15 42 40 8 104 472 666 430,131 234,347
22 43 59 35 86 509 732 319,220 217,305 3
29 363 431 376 384 884 2,438 267,975 212,431 4
February 5 381 486 421 506 869 2,663 286,040 237,134 5
12 193 374 368 338 525 1,798 187,814 172,469 6
19 156 242 318 237 485 1,438 126,794 114,254 7
26 151 202 267 203 326 1,149 133,822 129,954 8
March 5 205 302 179 225 274 1,185 124,423 113,472 9
12 812 1,159 654 828 980 4,433 492,856 472,215 10
19 395 657 439 495 607 2,593 288,131 252,385 11
26 481 758 353 505 574 2,671 241,049 222,188 12
April 2 555 927 619 857 1,688 4,646 230,799 217,869 13
9 403 711 418 489 1,390 3,411 213,043 213,729 14
16 246 432 241 351 1,071 2,341 216,719 200,230 15
23 244 355 173 324 963 2,059 226,977 209,030 16
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Volume of sales for 2023 shortlisted titles

——Mexican Gothic

2,000

1,750

1,500

1,250

1,000

750

500

250

0

~—— Greenwood

shortlist Jan. 25

——Hotline

——Station Eleven

~——Ducks

[ Ducks won Mar. 30 J

‘» N

25
/A\
s |5 |2 n]s ool
January February

5’12|19[25

March

2[9|1s’23

April

Percent changes by announcement for 2023 shortlisted titles

Average
Mexican Station percent
Gothic Greenwood | Hotline Eleven Ducks change
Shortlist | 847% 865% 2,300% 245% 71% 866%
Winner |-1% 8% 28% 41% 134% 42%
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Market share shift for 2023 shortlisted titles

0.43%

0.22%
0.18%

0.11%

0.09%

Mexican Gothic Greenwood Hotline Station Eleven Ducks

The above bar graph represents the shift for each shortlisted title’s market share
(i.e., the portion of either the Fiction or Non-Fiction market, depending on the title's
subject, that is allocated to sales of that title) during Canada Reads 2023.

To calculate this shift, each shortlisted title’s market share during Canada Reads
2023's debate week (week ending April 2, 2023) was compared with a baseline
market share from eight weeks prior (week ending February 5, 2023).

Shortlisted titles are presented in order of elimination, with Ducks as the winner.
The market share percentage for Ducks is calculated against the Non-Fiction
market; all other titles are compared with the Fiction market.
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Nominated title: Mexican Gothic by Silvia Moreno-Garcia

——UnitsSold ——On Hand ——0On Order

4,000

3,500

3,000

2,500

2,000 f t

1,500

1,000 T

500 /\/\
0 |
8 15 22 29 5 12 19 26 5 12 19 26 2 9 16 23
January February March April

Units Sold 30 42 43 363 381 193 156 151 205 812 395 481 555 403 246 244
On Hand 425 396 2,586 2,602 3,535 3,721 3,558 3,493 3,519 3,659 3,657 2,954 2,935 2,809 2,834 2,646
On Order 13 932 369 1,284 253 137 117 168 115 77 60 117 920 56 35 21

This title was championed by Tasnim Geedi and eliminated on day one, March 27,

2023.
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Nominated title: Greenwood by Michael Christie

Units Sold On Hand On Order

4,000
3,500
3,000
2,500
2,000 shortlist Jan. 25 winner Mar. 30
1,500
1,000

500

e
0 8 15 22 29 5 12 19 26 5 12 19 26 2 9 16 23
January February March April

Units Sold 35 40 59 431 486 374 242 202 302 1,159 657 758 927 711 432 355
On Hand 279 289 2,544 2,500 3,318 3,489 3,448 3,441 3,460 3,356 3,467 2,728 2,608 2,332 2,049 2,106
On Order 42 972 306 1,274 331 230 228 256 239 317 232 401 273 274 251 203

This title was championed by Keegan Connor Tracy and eliminated on day two,
March 28, 2023.
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Nominated title: Hotline by Dimitri Nasrallah

——Units Sold ——OnHand ——On Order
3,500
3,000
2,500
shortlist Jan. 25
2,000 1
1,500
1,000
500
0
8 15 22 29 5 12 19 26 5 12 19 26 2 9 16 23
January February March April
Units Sold 4 8 35 376 421 368 318 267 179 654 439 353 619 418 241 173
On Hand 165 183 625 1,758 2,077 2,387 2,274 2,312 2,337 2,442 2,349 3,111 2,925 2,781 2,789 2,724
On Order 14 684 306 897 259 206 279 202 174 131 100 183 107 60 130 52

This title was championed by Gurdeep Pandher and eliminated on day three, March
29, 2023.
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Nominated title: Station Eleven by Emily St. John Mandel

— Units Sold

4,000
shortlist Jan. 25

3,500 {
3,000
2,500
2,000
1,500
1,000

500

0 8 15 22 29 5
January

Units Sold 144 104 86 384 506
On Hand 511 590 2,418 3,424 3,275
On Order 83 960 525 354 279

——OnHand ——On Order

12 19 26
February
338 237 203
3,385 3,276 3,262
185 149 139

5

225
3,250
118

12

828
3,398
121

March

19

495
3,336
158

26

505
3,153
124

\

This title was championed by Michael Greyeyes and eliminated on day four as the

runner-up title, March 30, 2023.

\
2 9 16 23
April
857 489 351 324
2,875 3,057 3,344 3,106
189 116 64 54
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Winning title: Ducks by Kate Beaton

——UnitsSold ——0OnHand ——On Order

9,000

8,000

7,000

6,000

5,000

4,000 shortlist Jan. 25

3,000

2,000

“ M

8 15 22 29 5 12 19 26 5 12 19 26 2 9 16 23
January February March April
UnitsSold 566 472 509 884 869 525 485 326 274 980 607 574 1,688 1,390 1,071 963
OnHand 2,139 3,214 4,807 7,347 7,104 7,087 6,684 6600 6506 6,742 6,712 6,665 5792 8,039 7,710 7,047
On Order 493 662 842 284 268 143 102 42 132 97 85 129 662 344 200 183

This title was championed by Mattea Roach and won on day four, March 30, 2023.
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Winner comparison

This section compares the volume of sales of Canada Reads award winners from
2010 to 2023.

Award winners:

e 2023: Ducks by Kate Beaton, Drawn and Quarterly, HT, 9781770462892,
$39.95

e 2022: Five Little Indians by Michelle Good, HarperCollins Canada, TP,
9781443459181, $22.99

e 2021: Jonny Appleseed by Joshua Whitehead, Arsenal Pulp Press, TP,
9781551527253, $19.95

e 2020: We Have Always Been Here by Samra Habib, Penguin Canada, TP,
9780735235007, $24.95

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Canada Reads 2020 debate was postponed by

16 weeks. As such, data in the following graph and tables presents data covering
the entire 37-week period for each year’s winner.

© BookNet Canada 2023
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Volume of sales for winning titles from 2020 to 2023

APPLESEED

JOSHUA
WHITEHEAD

We Have Always Jonny Appleseed Five Little
Week Been Here (2020) (2021) Indians (2022) Ducks (2023)
1 12 21 1,534 583
2 22 15 1,710 798
3 33 31 2,289 1,064
4 26 27 2,076 1,152
5 20 15 907 851
6 26 24 934 566
7 28 177 811 472
8 215 132 785 509
9 435 760 1,391 884
10 337 501 1,383 869
11 423 329 1,207 525
12 356 508 1,141 485
13 336 501 1,641 326
14 319 522 1,277 274
15 413 2,010 1,268 980
16 337 1,176 1,109 607
17 176 468 1,202 574
18 106 1,033 3,653 1,688
19 99 594 2,749 1,390
20 82 728 2,020 1,071
21 81 606 1,763 963
22 72 480 1,633 777
23 55 469 1,543 612
24 86 339 1,291 470
25 41 268 1,173 401
26 66 250 1,002 330
27 157 404 1,104 344
28 161 493 1,199 357
29 144 648 1,623 350
30 136 614 1,462 251
31 128 530 1,124 290
32 139 439 1,223 268
33 296 279 1,327 237
34 1,132 262 1,084 260
35 1,260 212 1,027 277
36 758 195 918 220
37 506 185 1,086 212
Total 9,019 16,245 52,669 22,287
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Volume of sales for winning titles from 2020 to 2023
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Percent changes by announcement for winning titles from 2020 to 2023

We Have

Always Jonny Five Little Average

Been Here | Appleseed | Indians Ducks percent

(2020) (2021) (2022) (2023) change
Shortlist 772% 705% 65% 71% 403%
Winner 503% 294% 206% 134% 284%
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About BookNet Canada

BookNet Canada is a non-profit organization that develops technology, standards,
and education to serve the Canadian book industry. Founded in 2002 to address
systemic challenges in the industry, BookNet Canada supports publishing
companies, booksellers, wholesalers, distributors, sales agents, and libraries across
the country.

BookNet Canada acknowledges that its operations are remote and our colleagues
contribute their work from the traditional territories of the Mississaugas of

the Credit, the Ojibwa of Fort William First Nation, the Anishinaabe, the
Haudenosaunee, the Wyandot, the Mi’kmagq, and the Métis, the original nations and

peoples of the lands we now call Beeton, Brampton, Guelph, Halifax, Thunder Bay,
Toronto, and Vaughan. We endorse the Calls to Action from the Truth and

Reconciliation Commission of Canada and support an ongoing shift from

gatekeeping to spacemaking in the book industry.

The book industry has long been an industry of gatekeeping. Anyone who works at
any stage of the book supply chain carries a responsibility to serve readers by
publishing, promoting, and supplying works that represent the wide extent of
human experiences and identities, in all its complicated intersectionality. We, at
BookNet Canada, are committed to working with our partners in the industry as we
move towards a framework that supports “spacemaking,” which ensures that
marginalized creators and professionals all have the opportunity to contribute,
work, and lead.

BookNet Canada’s services and research help companies promote and sell books,
streamline workflows, and analyze and adapt to a rapidly changing market.
BookNet Canada sets technology standards and educates organizations about how
to apply them, performs market research, and tracks 85% of all Canadian English-
language print trade book sales through BNC SalesData.

BookNet Canada has extensive research available on our website, both free and for

purchase. We also feature our research on the BookNet Canada Podcast. To stay
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updated on current and future research, including our forthcoming study on what
readers think about diversity in the Canadian book market, subscribe to our
monthly BNC Research newsletter. To stay up-to-date on all BookNet Canada news

and information, subscribe to our weekly eNews.

If you have any questions or comments about this or other studies, please contact
the research team at research@booknetcanada.ca.

Industry-led and partially funded by the Department of Canadian Heritage,
BookNet Canada has become, as The Globe and Mail puts it, “the book industry’s
supply-chain nerve centre.”

Learn more at booknetcanada.ca.
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