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Terms of Use

THIS AGREEMENT is a legal document that governs your use of Literary Award Report: Atwood Gibson Writers’ Trust Fiction
Prize 2025 in PDF format. By downloading the document you indicate that you agree to be bound by the terms and
conditions specified herein.

1.COPYRIGHT. BookNet Canada (“BNC") owns all rights in the multi-use electronic formats of Literary Award Report: Atwood
Gibson Writers’ Trust Fiction Prize 2025 (“Electronic Publication”) and the copyrights therein. Copyright © BookNet Canada.
All rights reserved.

2.REPRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION. A purchaser of the Electronic Publication who accepts and agrees to the
conditions specified in these Terms of Use (“Authorized Purchaser”) may post a copy of the Electronic Publication on his or
her company’s secured intranet server and/or distribute the Electronic Publication in physical or digital form to their
immediate employees and any wholly owned subsidiaries if a multi-user license agreement has been purchased.
Acceptance of the Electronic Publication constitutes the Authorized Purchaser's agreement with these terms.

3.PROHIBITION OF SUBLICENSE OR ASSIGNMENT. Except as permitted in 2 above, neither the Terms of Use nor the
Electronic Publication nor any part thereof may be sublicensed, assigned, transferred or given away by the Authorized
Purchaser without the prior written consent of BNC. Any attempt to sublicense, assign or transfer any of the rights,
interests, duties or obligations under this license constitutes a material breach of this Agreement justifying termination.

4 .ALTERATION. The Authorized Purchaser may not modify, adapt, transform, translate or create any derivative work based
on any material included in the Electronic Publication, or otherwise use any such materials in a manner that would
infringe the copyrights therein. Each Electronic Publication will include a Copyright Notice. The Copyright Notice and any
other notices or disclaimers may not be removed, obscured, or modified in any way.

5.REQUIRED NOTICES. The Authorized Purchaser may not assert or represent to any third party that they have any
ownership rights in, or the right to sell, transfer, or lend the Electronic Publication.

6.USER WARRANTIES. Each Authorized Purchaser warrants that it will use reasonable efforts to ensure the security and
integrity of each Electronic Publication, and will notify BookNet Canada promptly of any unauthorized use of the Electronic
Publication of which they become aware. Any abuse of these Terms of Use may be pursued to the fullest extent permitted
under applicable laws, treaties, and conventions.

7.INDEMNIFICATION. The authorized purchaser agrees to indemnify BNC and its directors, officers, employees, affiliates
and agents, and shall hold each of them harmless against any claims, losses or damages asserted by any entity, including
court costs and reasonable attorneys’ fees, arising out of or in connection with the use, or attempted use, of the electronic
publication.

8.LIMITATION OF LIABILITY. BNC shall not be liable for direct, indirect, incidental, special or consequential damages of any
type arising out of or in connection with this agreement or the electronic publication. The Authorized Purchaser
acknowledges that BNC has agreed to make the Electronic Publication available in reliance on the exclusions and
limitations of liability and disclaimers of warranty set forth above and that the same form an essential basis of the bargain
between the parties.

9.GOVERNING LAW AND GENERAL PROVISIONS. The laws of the Government of Canada shall govern these Terms of Use.
If any part of any provision of these Terms of Use shall be invalid or unenforceable, such part shall be deemed to be
restated to reflect, as nearly as possible, the original intentions of both of the parties in accordance with applicable law,
and the remainder of the Terms of Use shall remain in full force and effect. These Terms of Use are the complete and
exclusive statement of the agreement between you as the Authorized Purchaser and BNC with respect to the Electronic
Publication, and supersedes any proposal or prior agreement, oral or written, and any other communications between
you and BNC relating to the subject matter of these Terms of Use. They may not be changed, modified or otherwise
altered without the prior written consent of BNC.

If you have questions about public disclosure of this report, please contact media@booknetcanada.ca.
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Introduction

To get a sense of what to expect during the upcoming award season, and to help
publishers with stock and demand planning, BNC Research’s Literary Award
Reports show a trend analysis of last year’s shortlist and winner, as well as a
comparison in sales and stock position of all winning titles from previous years.

Looking at sales data from 2021 to 2025, this report can help you to better predict
potential sales and order spikes by giving you the data you need to ensure you
have enough copies in the warehouse and on booksellers’ shelves.

This report includes:
e bibliographic data for shortlisted titles;
e week-over-week comparison of volume sold, volume on hand, and volume
on order for each shortlisted title within the graphed time period;
e market trends by week and percentage of market share for shortlisted titles;
and
e year-over-year comparison of volume sold for winners from 2021 to 2024.

How to interpret the graphs and percent change figures:

e All dates used in the graphs represent week-ending dates.

e The graphed time period is from week ending Sep. 8, 2024 to Jan. 19, 2025.

e BNC calculates percent change based on average units sold three weeks
prior to shortlist and winner announcements compared to units sold in the
week or week after of each announcement, depending on which day of the
week the announcement is made. These calculations are dependent on a
given title’s availability in the market.

Caveats

Based on publisher feedback, we estimate that BNC SalesData represents 85% of
physical English-language trade book sales in Canada. Certain retail categories are
not completely covered by our retail panel, and this should be noted in any
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interpretation of these results, as the effect of certain awards may not be fully
captured in our data. These retail categories include:

e Independent bookstores: SalesData includes most major independent
bookstores and many smaller ones but not all, any of which could be actively
promoting an award winner. It also does not capture some specialty
independent bookstores where a genre- or subject-specific award may have
more impact. However, we are able to detect even the slightest variation in
sales in our independent panel, so we are confident that sales changes in the
independent market are well represented.

e K-12 and higher-education sales: Our panel does not include direct
institutional sales to schools or college/university textbook sales.

New booksellers have begun contributing to SalesData since our first literary
awards study, conducted in October 2006. Some changes seen in year-over-year
sales figures may be due to the increased number of stores reporting sales, rather
than a true increase in overall sales.

At this time, ebook and audiobook sales are not represented in SalesData.
Therefore, all numbers in this report refer to print books only.

The study was prepared by BookNet Canada staff.
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Atwood Gibson Writers’ Trust Fiction Prize

In 2024, the Atwood Gibson Writers' Trust Fiction Prize shortlist was announced on
September 25, 2024. The prize was awarded on November 19, 2024.

These are the shortlisted titles:

2024 winner
e Batshit Seven by Sheung-King, Penguin Canada, HT, 9780735245303, $33.95

2024 nominated titles
e What I Know about You by Eric Chacour, translated by Pablo Strauss, Coach
House Books, TP, 9781552454855, $23.95
e Prairie Edge by Conor Kerr, McClelland & Stewart, TP, 9780771003578, $24.95
e (Code Noir by Canisia Lubrin, Knopf Canada, HT, 9780735282216, $34.95
e Hi, It's Me by Fawn Parker, McClelland & Stewart, TP, 9780771005152, $24.95

Shortlisted titles

This section includes data on the volume of sales for the entire shortlist of the 2024
Atwood Gibson Writers’ Trust Fiction Prize, as well as the specific impact of the
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shortlist and winner announcement on book sales. This data is presented both as
the entire shortlist and title-by-title.

Volume of sales for 2024 shortlisted titles

Shortlist announced Winner announced Christmas

% o

éﬂ ABOUT i Hi, It's Me
“Lﬁ’ir‘fﬁ ©
2024-2025
What | Know Batshit Overall Market
about You Prairie Edge Code Noir Hi, It's Me Seven Unit Sales Fiction Week
September 8 4 62 17 0 0 83 246,081 9
15 37 43 12 61 2 155 251,609 2
22 82 58 3 200 0 343 245,114 3
29 112 82 7 107 4 312 257,978 4
October 6 85 42 16 37 1 181 252,135 5
13 102 108 5 55 1 271 235,422 6
20 57 1,081 18 27 1 1,184 221,892 7
27 55 128 58 18 2 261 232,869 8
November 3 77 86 18 21 4 206 249,531 9
10 47 101 32 58 2 240 246,986 10
17 85 124 8 23 2 242 255,269 11
24 228 180 11 33 18 470 267,747 12
December 1 155 147 11 32 13 358 374,887 13
8 106 152 14 32 12 316 384,911 14
15 118 194 9 29 8 358 405,677 15
22 192 303 16 33 23 567 519,880 16
29 125 190 28 33 13 389 410,539 17
January 5 67 70 7 16 7 167 277,592 18
12 64 91 9 14 12 190 244,576 19
19 78 55 6 6 6 151 255,201 20
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Volume of sales for 2024 shortlisted titles

——What | Know about You ——Prairie Edge ——Code Naoir —Hi, It's Me ——Batshit Seven
1,100
1,000
900
800
200 Batshit Seven
wins Nov. 19

600
Christmas

shortlist Sep. 25

500
400
300
200
100

osllstzlzs 6|13[m]27 3[10[17]24[1{3]15{22[29—(5]12]191

January ‘

September QOctober November December

Percent changes by announcement for 2024 shortlisted titles

Average
What | Know | Prairie Code Hi, It's | Batshit | percent
about You Edge Noir Me Seven | change
Shortlist 173% 51% -34% 23% 500% 143%
Winner 227% 74% -43% -3% 575% 166%

© BookNet Canada 2025 8



Literary Award Report: Atwood Gibson 2025

Nominated title: What | Know about You by Eric Chacour

——Units Sold ——0OnHand ——0On Order
1,400 l Christmas
1,200 ‘
1,000 t
publication date Sep. 24
shortlist Sep. 25

800

600 f t

400

200 : A -

0 /

8 15 22 29 6 13 20 27 3 10 17 24 1 8 15 22 29 5 12 19
September October November December January
UnitsSold 4 37 82 112 85 102 57 55 77 47 85 228 155 106 118 192 125 67 64 78
On Hand 21 271 381 461 619 628 644 996 1,338 1,397 1,367 1,298 1,270 1,218 1,208 1,223 1,230 1,345 1,337 1,343
OnOrder 277 130 153 165 312 432 379 142 90 61 73 94 51 76 34 211 32 72 106 63

Nominated title: Prairie Edge by Conor Kerr

——Units Sold ——0OnHand =——0OnOrder
2,000

1,800
1,600
1,400
1,200
1,000
800
600
400
200

shortlist Sep. 25

winner Nov. 19

8 15 22 29 6 13 20 27 3 10 17 24 1 8 15 22 29 5 12 19
September October November December January
UnitsSold 62 43 58 82 42 108 1,081 128 86 101 124 180 147 152 194 303 190 70 91 55
OnHand 1,204 1,245 1,200 1,109 1,032 1,193 1,292 1,444 1,551 1,470 1,405 1,320 1,610 1,845 1,842 1,687 1,518 1,510 1,433 1,396
On Order 201 97 124 131 210 291 336 123 66 57 79 142 108 244 124 94 73 65 53 37
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Nominated title: Code Noir by Canisia Lubrin

——Units Sold ——OnHand ——On Order
900
800
700
600
50
400 {
shortlist Sep. 25
300
200 t ‘
100 +
S _L
]
8 15 22 29 6 13 20 27 3 10 17 24 1 8 15 22 29 5 12 19
September October November December January
UnitsSold 17 12 3 7 16 5 18 58 18 32 8 11 11 14 9 16 28 7 9 6
OnHand 847 685 678 662 695 796 874 887 888 842 843 838 821 818 810 795 783 781 773 757

On Order 3 39 41 37 39 81 75 12 13 14 11 4 11 11 12 13 10 12 9 15

Nominated title: Hi, It's Me by Fawn Parker

1,100 ——Units Sold ——0OnHand ——0On Order
1,000
900
800
700
600 ! f
500 {
a0
300 date Sep. 17
200 i
100 i ‘
m— .
0 8 15 il 29 6 13 20 27 3 10 17 24 1 8 15 22 29 5 12 19
September October November December January
UnitsSold 0 61 200 107 37 55 27 18 21 58 23 33 32 32 29 33 33 16 14 6
On Hand 14 258 1,065 1,014 1,002 1,011 1,004 977 959 934 913 8s8 877 875 860 850 830 817 798 788
On Order 461 266 123 72 77 20 10 44 47 6 14 20 22 26 16 9 12 9 11 7
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Winning title: Batshit Seven by Sheung-King

——Units Sold ——0On Order
800

700 [ won I\!uv. 19 ]

600

500
| _ Christmas
400 shortlist Sep. 25 |

300
200

100

0 8 15 22 29 6 13 20 27 3 10 17 24 1 Sﬁ 29 5 12 19
September October November December January
Units Sold ] 2 o 4 1 1 1 2 4 2 2 18 13 12 8 23 13 7 12 6
OnHand 711 673 610 564 517 594 607 591 589 584 582 584 609 639 642 634 629 628 615 617
On Order 1 1 1 32 1 22 3 0 4 3 3 50 31 15 28 4 2 1 15 15

Winner comparison

This section compares the volume of sales of Atwood Gibson Writers’ Trust Fiction
Prize award winners from 2021 to 2024.

Award winners:

e 2024: Batshit Seven by Sheung-King, Penguin Canada, HT, 9780735245303,
$33.95

e 2023: /n the Upper Country by Kai Thomas, Viking, HT, 9780735243460, $36.00

e 2022: Some Hellish by Nicholas Herring, Goose Lane Editions, TP,
9781773102559, $24.95

e 2021: The Strangers by Katherena Vermette, Penguin Canada, HT,
9780735239616, $29.95

© BookNet Canada 2025 11



Literary Award Report: Atwood Gibson 2025

Volume of sales for winning titles from 2021 to 2024

v

"KA I {EHOMAS

i\

SHEUNG-KING

The Strangers ~ Some Hellish In the Upper  Batshit Seven
Week (2021) (2022) Country (2023) (2024)
1 0 9 10 0
2 0 27 12 2
3 418 9 8 0
4 1,714 10 8 4
5 748 13 9 1
6 973 13 16 i |
7 1,683 31 8 1
8 1,474 39 50 2
9 1,734 18 57 4
10 2,363 20 15 2
11 2572 59 13 2
12 3,343 58 37 18
13 3,966 62 63 13
14 3,715 208 89 12
15 4,256 243 72 8
16 3,879 201 124 23
17 1,785 358 27 13
18 1,460 356 16 7
19 945 58 6 12
20 763 82 5 6
21 650 93 9 9
Total 38,441 1,967 654 140
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Volume of sales for winning titles from 2021 to 2024

——The Strangers (2021) ———Some Hellish (2022) ——In the Upper Country (2023) -——Batshit Seven (2024)
4,500 Christmas
2023 and
2024
4,000
The Strangers and
3,500 Some Hellish 2021 winner
published announced
3,000
Chri
2,500 shortlists
2023 and 2024
2000 winners
’ announced
0
2021
2022 winner
1,000 announced
500 |
0 4‘:,_\/_\,__

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 1 17 18 19 20 21

Percent changes by announcement for winning titles from 2021 to 2024

In the
The Some Upper Batshit Average
Strangers Hellish Country Seven percent
(2021) (2022) (2023) (2024) change
Shortlist 1,130% -33% -20% 500% 394%
Winner 26% 130% 31% 575% 190%
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About BookNet Canada

BookNet Canada is a non-profit organization that develops technology, standards,
and education to serve the Canadian book industry. Founded in 2002 to address
systemic challenges in the industry, BookNet Canada supports publishing
companies, booksellers, wholesalers, distributors, sales agents, and libraries across
the country.

BookNet Canada acknowledges that its operations are remote and our colleagues
contribute their work from the traditional territories of the Mississaugas of

the Credit, the Ojibwa of Fort William First Nation, the Anishinaabe, the
Haudenosaunee, the Wyandot, the Mi'kmaq, and the Métis, the original nations and
peoples of the lands we now call Beeton, Brampton, Guelph, Halifax, Thunder Bay,
Toronto, and Vaughan. We endorse the Calls to Action from the Truth and

Reconciliation Commission of Canada and support an ongoing shift from
gatekeeping to spacemaking in the book industry.

The book industry has long been an industry of gatekeeping. Anyone who works at
any stage of the book supply chain carries a responsibility to serve readers by
publishing, promoting, and supplying works that represent the wide extent of
human experiences and identities, in all its complicated intersectionality. We, at
BookNet Canada, are committed to working with our partners in the industry as we
move towards a framework that supports “spacemaking,” which ensures that
marginalized creators and professionals all have the opportunity to contribute,
work, and lead.

BookNet Canada’s services and research help companies promote and sell books,
streamline workflows, and analyze and adapt to a rapidly changing market.
BookNet Canada sets technology standards and educates organizations about how
to apply them, performs market research, and tracks 85% of all Canadian English-
language print trade book sales through BNC SalesData.

BookNet Canada has extensive research available on our website, both free and for
purchase. To stay updated on current and future research, including our
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forthcoming study on what readers think about diversity in the Canadian book
market, subscribe to our monthly BNC Research newsletter. To stay up-to-date on

all BookNet Canada news and information, subscribe to our weekly eNews.

If you have any questions or comments about this or other studies, please contact
the research team at research@booknetcanada.ca.

Industry-led and partially funded by the Department of Canadian Heritage,
BookNet Canada has become, as The Globe and Mail puts it, “the book industry’s
supply-chain nerve centre.”

Learn more at booknetcanada.ca.
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