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Terms of Use 
 

THIS AGREEMENT is a legal document that governs your use of Literary Award Report: The Governor 

General’s Literary Awards 2020-2021 in PDF format. By downloading the PDF, you indicate that you 

agree to be bound by the terms and conditions specified herein. 

1. COPYRIGHT. BookNet Canada (“BNC”) owns all rights in the multi-use PDF of Literary 

Award Report: The Governor General’s Literary Awards 2020-2021 (“Electronic Publication”) and 

the copyrights therein. Copyright © BookNet Canada. All rights reserved. 

2. PDF FILES: REPRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION. A purchaser of the Electronic 

Publication who accepts and agrees to the conditions specified in these Terms of Use 

(“Authorized Purchaser”) may post a copy of the Electronic Publication on their company’s 

secured intranet server and/or distribute the Electronic Publication in physical or digital 

form to their immediate employees and any wholly owned subsidiaries if a multi-user 

license agreement has been purchased. Acceptance of the Electronic Publication 

constitutes the Authorized Purchaser’s agreement with these terms. 

3. PROHIBITION OF SUBLICENSE OR ASSIGNMENT. Except as permitted in 2 above, 

neither the Terms of Use nor the Electronic Publication nor any part thereof may be sub-

licensed, assigned, transferred, or given away by the Authorized Purchaser without the 

prior written consent of BNC. Any attempt to sublicense, assign or transfer any of the 

rights, interests, duties, or obligations under this license constitutes a material breach of 

this Agreement justifying termination. 

4. ALTERATION; NOTICES. The Authorized Purchaser may not modify, adapt, transform, 

translate, or create any derivative work based on any material included in the Electronic 

Publication, or otherwise use any such materials in a manner that would infringe the 

copyrights therein. Each Electronic Publication will include a Copyright Notice. The 

Copyright Notice and any other notices or disclaimers may not be removed, obscured, or 

modified in any way. 

5. REQUIRED NOTICES. The Authorized Purchaser many not assert or represent to any 

third party that he or she has any ownership rights in, or the right to sell, transfer, or lend 

the Electronic Publication. 

6. USER WARRANTIES. Each Authorized Purchaser warrants that they will use reasonable 

efforts to ensure the security and integrity of each Electronic Publication and will notify 

BookNet Canada promptly of any unauthorized use of the Electronic Publication of which 

they become aware. Any abuse of these Terms of Use may be pursued to the fullest extent 

permitted under applicable laws, treaties, and conventions. 
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7. INDEMNIFICATION. THE AUTHORIZED PURCHASER AGREES TO INDEMNIFY BNC AND 

ITS DIRECTORS, OFFICERS, EMPLOYEES, AFFILIATES, AND AGENTS, AND SHALL HOLD EACH 

OF THEM HARMLESS AGAINST ANY CLAIMS, LOSSES, OR DAMAGES ASSERTED BY ANY 

ENTITY, INCLUDING COURT COSTS AND REASONABLE ATTORNEYS’ FEES, ARISING OUT OF 

OR IN CONNECTION WITH THE USE, OR ATTEMPTED USE, OF THE ELECTRONIC 

PUBLICATION. 

8. LIMITATION OF LIABILITY. BNC SHALL NOT BE LIABLE FOR DIRECT, INDIRECT, 

INCIDENTAL, SPECIAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES OF ANY TYPE ARISING OUT OF OR IN 

CONNECTION WITH THIS AGREEMENT OR THE ELECTRONIC PUBLICATION. The Authorized 

Purchaser acknowledges that BNC has agreed to make the Electronic Publication available 

in reliance on the exclusions and limitations of liability and disclaimers of warranty set 

forth above and that the same form an essential basis of the bargain between the parties. 

9. GOVERNING LAW AND GENERAL PROVISIONS. The laws of the Government of Canada 

shall govern these Terms of Use. If any part of any provision of these Terms of Use shall be 

invalid or unenforceable, such part shall be deemed to be restated to reflect, as nearly as 

possible, the original intentions of both of the parties in accordance with applicable law, 

and the remainder of the Terms of Use shall remain in full force and effect. These Terms of 

Use are the complete and exclusive statement of the agreement between you as the 

Authorized Purchaser and BNC with respect to the Electronic Publication, and supersedes 

any proposal or prior agreement, oral or written, and any other communications between 

you and BNC relating to the subject matter of these Terms of Use. They may not be 

changed, modified or otherwise altered without the prior written consent of BNC. 

If you have questions about public disclosure of this report, please 

contact media@booknetcanada.ca. 

  

mailto:media@booknetcanada.ca
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Introduction  

To get a sense of what to expect during the award season, and to help nominees with stock 

and demand planning, we’ve created a trend analysis of last year’s shortlist and winning 

title, as well as a comparison in sales and stock position of all the winners from 2018 to 

2021. The 2020 English-language award categories included are Fiction; Non-fiction; Poetry; 

Drama; Young People’s Literature – Text; Young People’s Literature – Illustrated; and 

Translation. 

 

Each award category includes:  

 bibliographic data for shortlisted titles; 

 week-over-week comparison of volume sold and volume on hand for the shortlisted 

titles throughout the graphed time period: April 5, 2021 to June 28, 2021; and 

 year-over-year comparison of volume sold for winners from 2018 to 2021. 

 

Important notes for how to read the graphs and percent change figures:  

 All dates used in the graphs represent week-ending dates.  

 BNC calculated percent change based on average units sold three weeks prior to 

shortlist and winner announcements compared to units sold in the week or week 

after of each announcement, depending on which day of the week the 

announcement is made. These calculations are dependent on a given title’s 

availability in the market.  

 Average percent change was calculated using available data. 

 

 

Caveats 

Based on publisher feedback, we estimate that BNC SalesData represents 85% of physical 

English-language trade book sales in Canada. Certain retail categories are not completely 

covered by our retail panel, and this should be noted in any interpretation of these results, 

as the effect of certain awards may not be fully captured in our data. These retail 

categories include: 

 Independent bookstores: BNC SalesData includes most major independent 

bookstores and many smaller ones but not all, any of which could be actively 

promoting an award winner. It also does not capture some specialty independent 

bookstores where a genre- or subject-specific award may have more impact. 

However, we are able to detect even the slightest variation in sales in our 
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independent panel, so we are confident that sales changes in the independent 

market are well represented. 

 K-12 and higher-education sales: Our panel does not include direct institutional 

sales to schools or college/university textbook sales.  

 

New booksellers have begun contributing to BNC SalesData since our first literary 

awards study, conducted in October 2006. Some changes seen in year-over-year sales 

figures may be due to the increased number of stores reporting sales, rather than a 

true increase in overall sales. 

 

At this time, ebook and audiobook sales are not represented in BNC’s data. Therefore, 

all numbers in this report refer to print books only. 

Fiction 

2020-2021 winner: 

 Five Little Indians by Michelle Good, HarperCollins Canada 

o TP, 9781443459181, $22.99 

 

2020-2021 shortlisted titles: 

 Butter Honey Pig Bread by Francesca Ekwuyasi, Arsenal Pulp Press 

o TP, 9781551528236, $23.95 

 Indians on Vacation by Thomas King, HarperCollins Canada 

o HT, 9781443460545, $32.99 

 Noopiming: The Cure for White Ladies by Leanne Betasamosake Simpson, House of 

Anansi Press 

o TP, 9781487007645, $22.95 

 The Baudelaire Fractal by Lisa Robertson, Coach House Books 

o TP, 9781552453902, $22.95 

 

2020-2021 announcement dates: 

 Shortlist: May 4, 2021 

 Winner: June 1, 2021 
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Shortlisted titles — Volume of sales

 
 

Announcement percent changes 

  

Butter 

Honey Pig 

Bread 

Indians on 

Vacation Noopiming 

The 

Baudelaire 

Fractal 

Five Little 

Indians 

Average 

percent 

change 

Shortlist announcement’s 

percent change 
4% 77% 76% 740% 227% 225% 

Winner announcement’s 

percent change 
-28% 45% 31% 21% 268% 67% 
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Shortlisted titles 
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Shortlisted titles — Volume on hand

 

 

Winner comparison 2018–2020 

 2020: Five Little Indians by Michelle Good, HarperCollins Canada, TP, 9781443459181, 

$22.99 

 2019: Five Wives by Joan Thomas, Harper Avenue/HarperCollins Publishers, TP, 

9781443458542, $24.99 

 2018: The Red Word by Sarah Henstra, ECW Press, TP, 9781770414242, $19.95 
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Volume of sales — Winner comparison — 2018–2020

 

 

Announcement percent changes 

  

The Red 

Word Five Wives 

Five Little 

Indians 

Average percent 

change 

Shortlist announcement’s 

percent change 
309% 57% 227% 198% 

Winner announcement’s 

percent change 
1,136% 21% 268% 475% 
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Winner comparison 

 

 

Non-Fiction 

2020-2021 winner: 

 This Red Line Goes Straight to Your Heart by Madhur Anand, Strange Light/McClelland 

& Stewart 

o TP, 9780771007774, $26.00 

 

2020-2021 shortlisted titles: 

 A History of My Brief Body by Billy-Ray Belcourt, Hamish Hamilton/Penguin Canada  

o HT, 9780735237780, $25.00 

 Disfigured by Amanda Leduc, Coach House Books 

o TP, 9781552453957, $19.95 

 Rebent Sinner by Ivan Coyote, Arsenal Pulp Press 

o TP, 9781551527734, $19.95 

 Shame on Me by Tessa McWatt, Random House Canada 

o TP, 9780735277434, $24.95 

 

2020-2021 announcement dates: 

 Shortlist: May 4, 2021 
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 Winner: June 1, 2021 

 

Shortlisted titles — Volume of sales

 
 

Announcement percent changes 

  

A History of 

My Brief 

Body Disfigured Rebent Sinner 

Shame on 

Me 

This Red 

Line Goes 

Straight to 

Your Heart 

Average 

percent 

change 

Shortlist announcement’s 

percent change 
-3% 36% 7% 88% 100% 43% 

Winner announcement’s 

percent change 
94% -14% -6% 80% 17% 20% 
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Shortlisted titles 

 

Shortlisted titles — Volume on hand
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Winner comparison 2018–2020 

 2020: This Red Line Goes Straight to Your Heart by Madhur Anand, Strange 

Light/McClelland & Stewart, TP, 9780771007774, $26.00 

 2019: To the River by Don Gillmor, Random House Canada, HT, 9780345814661, 

$29.95 

 2018: Mamaskatch by Darrel J. McLeod, Douglas and McIntyre, HT, 9781771622004, 

$29.95 

 

Volume of sales — Winner comparison — 2018–2020

 

Announcement percent changes 

  Mamaskatch To the River  

This Red Line 

Goes Straight 

to Your Heart  

Average 

percent 

change 

Shortlist announcement’s 

percent change 
99% 38% 100% 79% 
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Winner announcement’s 

percent change 
260% 526% 17% 268% 

Winner comparison 

 
 

Poetry  

2020-2021 winner: 

 Norma Jeane Baker of Troy by Anne Carson, New Directions Publishing 

o TP, 9780811229364, $17.95 

 

2020-2021 shortlisted titles: 

 Eight Track by Oana Avasilichioaei, Talonbooks 

o TP, 9781772012385, $19.95 

 Orrery by Donna Kane, Harbour Publishing 

o TP, 9781550179187, $18.95 

 Render by Sachiko Murakami, Arsenal Pulp Press 

o TP, 9781551528274, $18.95 

 The Dyzgraphxst by Canisia Lubrin, McClelland & Stewart 

o TP, 9780771048692, $21.00 

 

2020-2021 announcement dates: 

 Shortlist: May 4, 2021 

 Winner: June 1, 2021  
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Shortlisted titles — Volume of sales

 

 

Announcement percent changes 

  Eight Track Orrery Render 

The 

Dyzgraphxst 

Norma 

Jeane Baker 

of Troy 

Average 

percent 

change 

Shortlist announcement’s 

percent change 
N/A N/A 50% -9% 380% 140% 

Winner announcement’s 

percent change 
-45% 50% -59% -61% 108% -2% 
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Shortlisted titles 

 

Shortlisted titles — Volume on hand 
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Winner comparison 2018–2020 

 2020: Norma Jeane Baker of Troy by Anne Carson, New Directions Publishing, TP, 

9780811229364, $17.95 

 2019: Holy Wild by Gwen Benaway, Book*hug, TP, 9781771664394, $18.00 

 2018: Wayside Sang by Cecily Nicholson, Talonbooks, TP, 9781772011821, $16.95 

 

Volume of sales — Winner comparison — 2018–2020

 

 

Announcement percent changes 

  

Wayside 

Sang Holy Wild 

Norma Jeane 

Baker of Troy 

Average percent 

change 

Shortlist announcement’s 

percent change 
-100% 304% 380% 195% 

Winner announcement’s 

percent change 
159% 200% 108% 156% 
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Winner comparison 

 

Drama 

2020-2021 winner: 

 Kamloopa by Kim Senklip Harvey, Talonbooks  

o TP, 9781772012422, $16.95 

 

2020-2021 shortlisted titles: 

 bug by Yolanda Bonnell, Scirocco Drama/J. Gordon Shillingford Publishing 

o TP, 9781927922668, $15.95 

 Guarded Girls by Charlotte Corbeil-Coleman, Playwrights Canada Press 

o TP, 9780369100436, $17.95 

 Quick Bright Things by Christopher Cook, Playwrights Canada Press 

o TP, 9780369100863, $17.95 

 Sound of the Beast by Donna-Michelle St. Bernard, Playwrights Canada Press 

o TP, 9780369100764, $17.95 

 

2020-2021 announcement dates: 

 Shortlist: May 4, 2021 

 Winner: June 1, 2021 
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Shortlisted titles — Volume of sales 

 
 

Announcement percent changes 

  bug 

Guarded 

Girls 

Quick Bright 

Things 

Sound of 

the Beast Kamloopa 

Average 

percent change 

Shortlist announcement’s 

percent change 
100% N/A N/A 500% 1,138% 579% 

Winner announcement’s 

percent change 
-100% -40% -100% 50% 260% 14% 
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Shortlisted titles 

 

Shortlisted titles — Volume on hand 
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Winner comparison 2018–2020 

 2020: Kamloopa by Kim Senklip Harvey, Talonbooks, TP, 9781772012422, $16.95 

 2019: Other Side of the Game by Amanda Parris, Playwrights Canada Press, TP, 

9781770919914, $17.95 

 2018: Botticelli in the Fire & Sunday in Sodom by Jordan Tannahill, Playwrights Canada 

Press, TP, 9781770919174, $18.95 

 

Volume of sales — Winner comparison — 2018–2020

 

 

Announcement percent changes 

  

Botticelli in the Fire & 

Sunday in Sodom 

Other Side of the 

Game  Kamloopa  

Average 

percent change 

Shortlist announcement’s 

percent change 
-33% -5% 1,138% 367% 

Winner announcement’s 

percent change 
100% 760% 260% 373% 
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Winner comparison 

 

Young People’s Literature — Text 

2020-2021 winner: 

 The King of Jam Sandwiches by Eric Walters, Orca Book Publishers 

o TP, 9781459825567, $12.95 

 

2020-2021 shortlisted titles: 

 Harvey Holds His Own by Colleen Nelson, illustrated by Tara Anderson, Pajama Press 

o HT, 9781772781144, $22.95 

 Nevers by Sara Cassidy, Orca Book Publishers 

o TP, 9781459821637, $10.95 

 Pine Island Home by Polly Horvath, Puffin Canada 

o HT, 9780735268623, $19.99 

 The Barren Grounds by David A. Robertson, Puffin Canada 

o HT, 9780735266100, $21.99 

 

2020-2021 announcement dates: 

 Shortlist: May 4, 2021 

 Winner: June 1, 2021 
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Shortlisted titles — Volume of sales 

 
 

Announcement percent changes 

  

Harvey 

Holds His 

Own Nevers 

Pine Island 

Home 

The Barren 

Grounds 

The King of 

Jam 

Sandwiches 

Average 

percent 

change 

Shortlist announcement’s 

percent change 
163% -25% 71% -11% 159% 71% 

Winner announcement’s 

percent change 
69% 74% -12% 128% 117% 75% 
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Shortlisted titles 

 

Shortlisted titles — Volume on hand 
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Winner comparison 2018–2020 

 2020: The King of Jam Sandwiches by Eric Walters, Orca Book Publishers, TP, 

9781459825567, $12.95 

 2019: Stand on the Sky by Erin Bow, Scholastic Canada, HT, 9781443163798, $21.99 

 2018: Sweep by Jonathan Auxier, Puffin Canada, HT, 9780735264359, $21.99 

 

Volume of sales — Winner comparison — 2018–2020

 

 

Announcement percent changes 

  Sweep  

Stand on 

the Sky  

The King of Jam 

Sandwiches  

Average percent 

change 

Shortlist announcement’s 

percent change 
57% 129% 159% 115% 

Winner announcement’s 

percent change 
85% 242% 117% 148% 
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Winner comparison 

 

Young People’s Literature — Illustrated Books 

2020-2021 winner: 

 The Barnabus Project by Terry Fan, Eric Fan, and Devin Fan, Tundra Books 

o HT, 9780735263260, $23.99 

 

2020-2021 shortlisted titles: 

 I Talk Like a River by Jordan Scott, illustrated by Sydney Smith, Neal Porter 

Books/Holiday House 

o HT, 9780823445592, $24.99  

 Our Little Kitchen by Jillian Tamaki, Groundwood Books 

o HT, 9781773062624, $19.95 

 Swift Fox All Along by Rebecca Thomas, illustrated by Maya McKibbin, Annick Press 

o HT, 9781773214481, $21.95 

 Weekend Dad by Naseem Hrab, illustrated by Frank Viva, Groundwood Books 

o HT, 9781773061085, $18.95 

 

2020-2021 announcement dates: 

 Shortlist: May 4, 2021 

 Winner: June 1, 2021 
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Shortlisted titles — Volume of sales 

 

 

Announcement percent changes 

  

I Talk Like 

A River 

Our Little 

Kitchen 

Swift Fox All 

Along 

Weekend 

Dad 

The 

Barnabus 

Project 

Average percent 

change 

Shortlist announcement’s 

percent change 
-35% 26% 21% 350% -11% 70% 

Winner announcement’s 

percent change 
2% -48% -19% -83% 0% -30% 
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Shortlisted titles 

 

Shortlisted titles — Volume on hand 
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Winner comparison 2018–2020 
 2020: The Barnabus Project by Terry Fan, Eric Fan, and Devin Fan, Tundra Books, HT, 

9780735263260, $23.99 

 2019: Small in the City by Sydney Smith, Groundwood Books, HT, 9781773061986, 

$19.95 

 2018: They Say Blue by Jillian Tamaki, Groundwood Books, HT, 9781773060200, 

$19.95 

 

Volume of sales — Winner comparison — 2018–2020

 

 

Announcement percent changes 

  

They Say 

Blue  

Small in the 

City  

The Barnabus 

Project  

Average percent 

change 

Shortlist announcement’s 

percent change 
-3% -57% -11% -24% 

Winner announcement’s 

percent change 
307% 82% 0% 130% 
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Winner comparison 

 
 

Translation — French-to-English 

2020-2021 winner: 

 If You Hear Me by Pascale Quiviger, translated by Lazer Lederhendler, Biblioasis  

o TP, 9781771962711, $22.95 

 

2020-2021 shortlisted titles: 

 Amaryllis & Little Witch by Pascal Brullemans, translated by Alexis Diamond, 

Playwrights Canada Press 

o TP, 9780369101143, $19.95 

 Back Roads by Andrée A. Michaud, translated by J. C. Sutcliffe, Arachnide Editions/House 

of Anansi Press 

o TP, 9781487005801, $22.95 

 The Country Will Bring Us No Peace by Matthieu Simard, translated by Pablo Strauss, 

Coach House Books 

o TP, 9781552453933, $19.95 

 The Neptune Room by Bertrand Laverdure, translated by Oana Avasilichiaeoi, 

Book*hug Press 

o TP, 9781771665810, $20.00 
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2020-2021 announcement dates: 

 Shortlist: May 4, 2021 

 Winner: June 1, 2021 

 

Shortlisted titles — Volume of sales 

 

 

Announcement percent changes 

  

Amaryllis & 

Little Witch Back Roads 

The Country 

Will Bring Us 

No Peace 

The 

Neptune 

Room 

If You Hear 

Me 

Average 

percent 

change 

Shortlist announcement’s 

percent change 
N/A -100% 500% -100% N/A 100% 

Winner announcement’s 

percent change 
-100% -100% 0% -100% 250% -10% 
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Shortlisted titles 

 

Shortlisted titles — Volume on hand 
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Winner comparison 2018–2020 

 2020: If You Hear Me by Pascale Quiviger, translated by Lazer 

Lederhendler, Biblioasis, TP, 9781771962711, $22.95 

 2019: Birds of a Kind by Wajdi Mouawad, translated by Linda Gaboriau, Playwrights 

Canada Press, TP, 9781770919907, $18.95 

 2018: Descent into Night by Edem Awumey, translated by Phyllis Aronoff and Howard 

Scott, Mawenzi House Publishers, TP, 9781988449166, $20.95 

 

Volume of sales — Winner comparison — 2018–2020

 

 

Announcement percent changes 

  

Descent into 

Night 

Birds of a 

Kind  

If You Hear 

Me  

Average percent 

change 

Shortlist announcement’s 

percent change 
0% -63% N/A -31% 

Winner announcement’s 

percent change 
414% -56% 0% 120% 
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Winner comparison 
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