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Introduction

To get a sense of what to expect during the upcoming award season, and to help
publishers with stock and demand planning, BNC Research'’s literary award reports show a
trend analysis of last year's shortlist and winner as well as a comparison in sales and stock
position of all winning titles between 2017 and 2020. By looking at sales data from previous
years, we can help you to better predict potential sales and order spikes, giving you the
data you need to ensure you have enough copies in the warehouse and on booksellers’
shelves.

This report includes:
= bibliographic data for shortlisted titles

= week-over-week comparison of volume sold, volume on hand, and volume on order
for each shortlisted title within the graphed time period

= market trends by week and percentage of market share for shortlisted titles

= year-over-year comparison of volume sold for winners from 2017 to 2020

Important notes for how to read the graphs and percent change figures:
= All dates used in the graphs represent week-ending dates.

= The graphed time period is from week ending Sept. 13, 2020 to Jan. 17, 2021.

= BNC calculates percent change based on average units sold three weeks prior to
shortlist and winner announcements compared to units sold in the week or week
after of each announcement, depending on which day of the week the
announcement is made. These calculations are dependent on a given title's
availability in the market.

Caveats

Based on publisher feedback, we estimate that BNC SalesData represents 85% of physical
English-language trade book sales in Canada. Certain retail categories are not completely
covered by our retail panel, and this should be noted in any interpretation of these results,
as the effect of certain awards may not be fully captured in our data. These retail
categories include:

= |Independent bookstores: BNC SalesData includes most major independent
bookstores and many smaller ones but not all, any of which could be actively
promoting an award winner. It also does not capture some specialty independent
bookstores where a genre- or subject-specific award may have more impact.
However, we are able to detect even the slightest variation in sales in our
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independent panel, so we are confident that sales changes in the independent
market are well represented.

= K-12 and higher-education sales: Our panel does not include direct institutional
sales to schools or college/university textbook sales.

New booksellers have begun contributing to BNC SalesData since our first literary
awards study, conducted in October 2006. Some changes seen in year-over-year sales
figures may be due to the increased number of stores reporting sales, rather than a

true increase in overall sales.

At this time, ebook and audiobook sales are not represented in BNC's data. Therefore,
all numbers in this report refer to print books only.
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Atwood Gibson Writers’ Trust Fiction Prize

2020 winner
= Ridgerunner by Gil Adamson, House of Anansi, HT, 9781487006563, $32.95

2020 shortlisted titles

= The Beguiling by Zsuzsi Gartner, Penguin Canada, HT, 9780735239357, $29.95

= Five Little Indians: A Novel by Michelle Good, HarperCollins, TP, 9781443459181,
$22.95

= Indians on Vacation: A Novel by Thomas King, HarperCollins, HT, 9781443460545,
$32.99

= Good Citizens Need Not Fear by Maria Reva, Knopf Canada, HT, 9780735278424,
$29.95

2020 announcement dates

= Shortlist: October 7, 2020
= Winner: November 18, 2020
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Shortlisted titles — Volume of sales

Shortlist announced

THOMAS Gl Slemsen
KING (]
s
INDIANS
an B(_;L.dﬂnn
Good Citizens 2020-2021
Five Little Indians on Need Not Overall Market
The Beguiling Indians Vacation Fear Ridgerunner Unit Sales Fiction  Week
September 13 0 133 616 13 63 825 247,575 1
20 47 181 694 14 70 1,006 256,491 2
27 139 231 515 4 43 932 228,133 3
October 4 92 209 832 9 60 1,202 250,441 4
11 77 174 608 15 207 1,081 241,006 5
18 64 154 551 10 91 870 232,924 6
25 71 96 1,024 13 88 1,292 243,906 7
November 1 48 282 775 12 214 1,331 266,476 8
8 54 279 712 10 335 1,390 258,043 9
15 35 318 753 27 564 1,697 281,903 10
22 68 339 1,417 22 391 2,237 308,447 11
29 36 249 1,567 11 440 2,303 333,412 12
December 6 39 173 1,638 16 599 2,465 351,869 13
13 62 476 2,508 61 757 3,864 383,099 14
20 59 754 2,158 49 764 3,784 388,086 15
27 49 295 1,233 48 375 2,000 281,839 16
January 3 21 162 475 24 192 874 183,976 17
10 43 195 487 15 135 875 226,267 18
17 207 145 441 26 131 950 218,653 19
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Shortlisted titles
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Nominee title: The Beguiling by Zsuzsi Gartner

Units sold, on hand, and on order

On Hand On Order

winner Nov.18
1,000 Christmas

— Units Sold
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e
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13 20 27 4 11 18 25 1 8 15 22 29 6 13 20 27 3 10 17
September October November December January

UnitsSold 0 47 139 92 77 64 71 48 54 35 68 36 39 62 59 49 21 43 207
On Hand 25 476 656 719 768 775 846 944 959 985 971 946 951 935 943 902 80 85 785
OnOrder 235 127 56 110 103 93 54 53 55 40 57 48 84 29 23 21 17 18 24
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Nominee title: Five Little Indians by Michelle Good

Units sold, on hand, and on order

September
Units Sold 133 181 231
OnHand 613 884 1199
OnOrder 430 206 133
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Nominee title: Indians on Vacation by Thomas King

Units sold, on hand, and on order

——Units Sold ~———=0n Hand e==0On Order
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OnHand 4133 3875 3600 3107 6859 6552 8321 7867 7365 13248 12437 11272 10010 8264 6908 6039 5737 5596 5384
OnOrder 4782 7890 448 511 1881 322 349 2207 3433 415 437 437 1249 654 1105 445 337 272 285
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Nominee title: Good Citizens Need Not Fear by Maria Reva

Units sold, on hand, and on order
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Winning title: Ridgerunner by Gil Adamson

Units sold, on hand, and on order

——Units Sold ~——=0n Hand «=—=0On Order

2,500
won Nov.18
2,000 Christmas

shortlist
Oct.7

1,000 \
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/\ ¥
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0
13 20 27 4 11 18 25 1 8 15 22 29 6 13 20 27 3 10 17
September October November December January

Units Sold 63 70 43 60 207 91 88 214 335 564 391 440 599 757 764 375 192 135 131
OnHand 518 524 611 604 647 751 1764 1880 1731 1252 2150 2068 1904 1566 1335 1174 1129 1033 997
OnOrder 136 203 56 75 712 945 91 124 63 1152 433 258 261 274 316 66 101 77 48
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Winner comparison 2017-2020

= 2020: Ridgerunner by Gil Adamson, House of Anansi, HT, 9781487006563, $32.95

= 2019: Days by Moonlight by André Alexis, Coach House Books, TP, 9781552453797,
$19.95

= 2018: Dear Evelyn by Kathy Page, Biblioasis, TP, 9781771962094, $19.95

= 2017: Brother by David Chariandy, McClelland & Stewart, HT, 9780771022906, $25.00
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Volume of sales — Winner comparison — 2017—-2020

Shortlist announced Winner announced Christmas

e s b - KATHY PaaE

# DAVI
'CHARIANDY
BROTHER

;/:/O )&%

Days by
Dear Evelyn Moonlight Ridgerunner
Week Brother (2017) (2018) (2019) (2020)
1 0 0 13 30
2 0 1 16 22
3 0 7 24 63
4 0 15 86 70
5 128 40 52 43
6 533 50 41 60
7 411 67 46 207
8 222 36 34 91
9 184 34 33 88
10 332 28 31 214
11 193 62 19 335
12 116 27 21 564
13 255 230 65 391
14 258 145 40 440
15 507 128 49 599
16 489 134 42 757
17 572 431 97 764
18 667 671 110 375
19 170 589 151 192
20 112 214 107 135
Total 5,149 2,909 1,077 5,440
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Volume of sales — Winner comparison — 2017-2020

—Brother (2017) ——Dear Evelyn (2018) —— Days by Moonlight (2019)

— Ridgerunner (2020)
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Shortlist announcement’s 1149% 91% 23% 259% 369%
percent change
Winner announcement’s 19% 490% 175% 5% 172%
percent change
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