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Terms of Use

THIS AGREEMENT s a legal document that governs your use of RBC Taylor Prize in PDF format. By
downloading the PDF, you indicate that you agree to be bound by the terms and conditions specified herein.

COPYRIGHT. BookNet Canada (“BNC”) owns all rights in the multi-use PDF of RBC Taylor Prize
(“Electronic Publication”) and the copyrights therein. Copyright © BookNet Canada. All rights reserved.
PDF FILES: REPRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION. A purchaser of the Electronic Publication

who accepts and agrees to the conditions specified in these Terms of Use (“Authorized Purchaser”) may post a copy
of the Electronic Publication on their company’s secured intranet server and/or distribute the Electronic Publication
in physical or digital form to their immediate employees and any wholly owned subsidiaries if a multi-user license
agreement has been purchased. Acceptance of the Electronic Publication constitutes the Authorized Purchaser’s
agreement with these terms.

PROHIBITION OF SUBLICENSE OR ASSIGNMENT. Except as permitted in 2 above, neither the

Terms of Use nor the Electronic Publication nor any part thereof may be sub-licensed, assigned, transferred, or
given away by the Authorized Purchaser without the prior written consent of BNC. Any attempt to sublicense,
assign or transfer any of the rights, interests, duties, or obligations under this license constitutes a material breach of
this Agreement justifying termination.

ALTERATION; NOTICES. The Authorized Purchaser may not modify, adapt, transform, translate, or
create any derivative work based on any material included in the Electronic Publication, or otherwise use any such
materials in a manner that would infringe the copyrights therein. Each Electronic Publication will include a
Copyright Notice. The Copyright Notice and any other notices or disclaimers may not be removed, obscured, or
modified in any way.

REQUIRED NOTICES. The Authorized Purchaser many not assert or represent to any third party that he or
she has any ownership rights in, or the right to sell, transfer, or lend the Electronic Publication.

USER WARRANTIES. Each Authorized Purchaser warrants that they will use reasonable efforts to ensure
the security and integrity of each Electronic Publication and will notify BookNet Canada promptly of any
unauthorized use of the Electronic Publication of which they become aware. Any abuse of these Terms of Use may
be pursued to the fullest extent permitted under applicable laws, treaties, and conventions.
INDEMNIFICATION. THE AUTHORIZED PURCHASER AGREES TO INDEMNIFY BNC AND ITS
DIRECTORS, OFFICERS, EMPLOYEES, AFFILIATES, AND AGENTS, AND SHALL HOLD EACH OF
THEM HARMLESS AGAINST ANY CLAIMS, LOSSES, OR DAMAGES ASSERTED BY ANY ENTITY,
INCLUDING COURT COSTS AND REASONABLE ATTORNEYS’ FEES, ARISING OUT OF OR IN
CONNECTION WITH THE USE, OR ATTEMPTED USE, OF THE ELECTRONIC PUBLICATION.
LIMITATION OF LIABILITY. BNC SHALL NOT BE LIABLE FOR DIRECT, INDIRECT,
INCIDENTAL, SPECIAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES OF ANY TYPE ARISING OUT OF OR IN
CONNECTION WITH THIS AGREEMENT OR THE ELECTRONIC PUBLICATION. The Authorized Purchaser
acknowledges that BNC has agreed to make the Electronic Publication available in reliance on the exclusions and
limitations of liability and disclaimers of warranty set forth above and that the same form an essential basis of the
bargain between the parties.

GOVERNING LAW AND GENERAL PROVISIONS. The laws of the Government of Canada shall

govern these Terms of Use. If any part of any provision of these Terms of Use shall be invalid or unenforceable,
such part shall be deemed to be restated to reflect, as nearly as possible, the original intentions of both of the parties
in accordance with applicable law, and the remainder of the Terms of Use shall remain in full force and effect.
These Terms of Use are the complete and exclusive statement of the agreement between you as the Authorized
Purchaser and BNC with respect to the Electronic Publication, and supersedes any proposal or prior agreement, oral
or written, and any other communications between you and BNC relating to the subject matter of these Terms of
Use. They may not be changed, modified or otherwise altered without the prior written consent of BNC.

If you have questions about public disclosure of this report, please contact media@booknetcanada.ca.
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Introduction

Being nominated for a literary award is an exciting time for a publisher, because with national recognition
comes increased orders and sales. So, what’s the best way to stay on top of the game? Can you predict when
your books are going to start flying off the shelves? Will you need to reprint? What happens if you win?

BNC Research’s literary award studies help Canadian publishers avoid surprises during awards season. By
looking at sales data from previous years, we can better predict potential sales and order spikes, giving you
the data you need to ensure you have enough copies in the warehouse and on booksellers’ shelves.

This study examines sales and order trends for titles shortlisted for the 2019 RBC Taylor Prize for Literary
Non-Fiction. To get a sense of what to expect during the award season, and to help nominees with stock
and demand planning, we have created a trend analysis of last year’s shortlist and winner, as well as a
comparison in sales and stock position of all the winners from 2014 to 2019.

This study includes:
Week-over-week comparison of volume sold for all nominees
Stock position by week: How many units were on hand during the award season?
On-order position by week: When do orders rise and fall, and by how much?

The first section of this study compares the 2019 RBC Taylor Prize shortlisted titles by volume sold and
includes a look at overall sales in the Non-Fiction market during this time. The comparison by volume sold
helps us understand how the award affects consumer behaviour, and how it relates to the rise and fall of the
Non-Fiction market as a whole.

Next, we look at the 2019 shortlisted titles individually, showing volume sold, units on hand (OH), and
units on order (OO) throughout the RBC Taylor Prize timeline. This shows us the retail demand and how
retailers are predicting sales, especially during the holiday season.

Finally, the year-over-year comparison looks at the award winners from 2014 to 2019, showing the impact
of the award over time and noting similarities and special cases. The volume-sold comparison shows how
the award is reaching readers; on-hand numbers show how retailers are predicting sales; and on-order
information shows the retail demand.

Note:
All dates used in the graphs represent week-ending dates.
BNC calculates percent change based on average units sold three weeks prior to shortlist and winner
announcements compared to units sold in the week following each announcement. These
calculations are dependent on a given title’s availability in the market.
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Caveats

Based on publisher feedback, we estimate that BNC SalesData represents 85% of physical book
industry sales. Certain retail categories are not completely covered by our retail panel, and this
should be noted in any interpretation of these results, as the effect of certain awards may not be
fully captured in our data. These retail categories include:

Independent bookstores: BNC SalesData includes most major independent bookstores
and many smaller ones but not all, any of which could be actively promoting an award
winner. It also does not capture some specialty independent bookstores where a genre- or
subject-specific award may have more impact. However, we are able to detect even the
slightest variation in sales in our independent panel, so we are confident that sales changes
in the independent market are well represented.

K-12 and higher-education sales: Our panel does not include direct institutional sales to
schools or college/university textbook sales.

New booksellers have begun contributing to BNC SalesData since our first literary awards study,
conducted in October 2006. Some changes seen in year-over-year sales figures may be due to the
increased number of stores reporting sales, rather than a true increase in overall sales.

At this time, ebook sales are not represented in BNC’s data. Therefore, all numbers in this report
refer to print books only.
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The RBC Taylor Prize 2019 Organized by the Charles Taylor Foundation

Nominations announced: Jan. 9, 2019
Winner announced: March 4, 2019
Winner: Lands of Lost Borders

Volume Sold

Christmas Shortlist announced Winner announced
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: 2018-2019
Janin35  All Things Mamaskatch Lands of Lost } oyerall Market
Pieces Consoled Borders ' Unit Sales Fiction Week
December 23 11 401 107 146 | 677 i 559,123 1
30 5 0 178 45 61 i 289 i 301,688 2
January 6 3 0 88 23 31 1 145 1 221,377 3
13 5 10 69 25 32 ¢ 142 | 218,608 4
20 5 13 49 30 42 1 139 | 202,503 5
27 6 9 72 33 64 i 184 i 204,151 6
February 3 3 12 39 32 23 | 109 i 220,891 7
10 8 7 46 21 42 ¢ 124§ 219,352 8
17 1 11 54 22 31 % 119 i 214,487 9
24 3 15 80 18 34 i 150 i 219,848 10
March 3 14 13 47 50 49 | 173 | 224,998 11
10 24 34 77 47 340 | 522 i 234,761 12
17 2 16 41 79 156 : 294 i 226,197 13
24 4 18 38 20 184 | 264 | 216,311 14
31 4 14 53 40 163 274 i 238,852 15
April 7 6 8 43 19 120 | 196 i 230,474 16
14 3 15 32 27 109 i 186 i 211,287 17
21 3 7 171 23 106 | 310 | 214,511 18
28 3 8 20 23 40 i 94 i 219485 19
= [l sgorner ;
— CANADA




Volume Sold
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Shortlist announcement (Jan. 9, 2019):

It is difficult to get a true measure of percent change after the shortlist announcement as it takes place just
after Christmas when book sales are often at their height. As we compare sales prior to and after the
shortlist announcement, we find that only Jan in 35 Pieces experienced a sales increase following the
shortlist announcement. It was a notable sales increase of 255%.

Two of the shortlisted titles were nominated for and won an award earlier in the fall of 2018: 4/l Things
Consoled (Writers’ Trust Hilary Weston Prize for Non-Fiction) and Mamaskatch (Governor General’s
Award for Non-Fiction).

Winner announcement (March 4, 2019):

Three out of five titles experienced a sales increase following the winner announcement, ranging from
23% for Jan in 35 Pieces to 311% for the winning title Lands of Lost Borders. The average percent
change was 18%. All Things Consoled and Just Let Me Look at You experienced sales decreases of -32%
and -67%, respectively. Lands of Lost Borders and All Things Consoled sold the most units during the
graphed time period.
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Nominee

Bill Gaston’s Just Let Me Look at You

On Fatherhood

Sales vs. On Hand vs. On Order
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Nominee

lan Hampton’s Jan in 35 Pieces

A Memoir in Music Porcupine's Quill
Trade Paperback

9780889844131
$24.95

Sales vs. On Hand vs. On Order
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Nominee

Elizabeth Hay’s All Things Consoled

McClelland & Stewart ©

Hardcover Trade f‘_y& e

9780771039737 ‘X ,,,,,,,,,,,
$32.00 *\

Sales vs. On Hand vs. On Order
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OnHand 2700 2492 2407 2367 2325 2230 2123 1968 1831 1652 1584 1402 1361 1294 1248 1219 1164 1060 927
OnOrder 22 23 22 23 12 44 35 17 16 17 16 17 15 9 17 11 15 6 23

All Things Consoled was nominated for the 2018 Writers’ Trust Hilary Weston Prize for Non-Fiction on
Sep. 19, 2018 (not graphed) and won on Nov. 7, 2018 (also not graphed).
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Nominee

Darrel J. McLeod’s Mamaskatch

A Cree Coming of Age Douglas and MclIntyre

Hardcover Trade
9781771622004
$29.95

Sales vs. On Hand vs. On Order

= Units Sold OnHand == 0On Order

800

700 Christmas shortlist
\ Jan.9
winner
600 S~— March 4
s00 \’/\

400 \"’\

300
200
100 :
><\ /—\<
0 _ —y—
23 30 6 13 20 27 3 10 17 24 3 10 17 24 31 7 14 21 28
December January February March April

Units Sold 107 45 23 25 30 33 32 21 22 18 50 47 79 20 40 19 27 23 23
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Mamaskatch was nominated for the 2018 Governor General’s Award for Non-Fiction on Oct. 3, 2018
(not graphed) and won on Oct. 30 (also not graphed).
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Winner

Kate Harris’s Lands of Lost Borders

Out of Bounds on the Silk Road Knopf Canada
Hardcover Trade

9780345816771
$29.95

Sales vs. On Hand vs. On Order
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Year-Over-Year Comparison 2014-2019

2019

Kate Harris’s Lands of Lost Borders
Knopf Canada

Hardcover Trade | 9780345816771 | $29.95

2017

Ross King’s Mad Enchantment

Doubleday Canada

Hardcover Trade | 9780385684620 | $39.95

2015

Plum Johnson’s They Left Us Everything
Penguin Group (Canada)

Trade Paperback | 9780143189053 | $22.00

Winner Comparison — Volume Sold

Shortlist announced

THOMAS KING

b

2018

Tanya Talaga’s Seven Fallen Feathers
House of Anansi Press
Trade Paperback | 9781487002268 | $22.95

2016

Rosemary Sullivan’s Stalin’s Daughter
HarperCollins Canada

Hardcover Trade | 9781443414425 | $34.99

2014

Thomas King’s The Inconvenient Indian
Doubleday Canada

Hardcover Trade | 9780385664219 | $34.95
Trade Paperback | 9780385664226 | $21.00

Winner announced

The They Left Us Stalin’s Mad Seven Fallen

Inconvenient Everything Daughter Enchantment Feathers  LandsofLost
Indian (2014) (2015) (2016) (2017) (2018) Borders (2019)

1 562 93 503 237 829 146
2 2289 61 134 64 1,055 61
3 210 11 83 28 355 31
4 218 47 62 31 348 32
5 756 45 77 31 576 42
6 283 79 69 26 534 64
7 620 70 74 25 684 23
8 193 65 74 17 497 42
9 223 54 43 39 456 31
10 331 51 85 26 565 34
11 279 107 58 42 401 43
12 547 458 201 124 679 340
13 318 371 78 59 736 156
14 311 187 17 42 455 184
15 341 153 5 39 840 163
16 300 221 7 36 766 120
17 260 332 8 11 538 109
18 335 528 20 33 534 106

= |ll]oorner
— CANADA

12



Winner Comparison — Volume Sold
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Conclusion

Our analysis leads us to conclude that the RBC Taylor Prize for Literary Non-Fiction continues to have a
positive impact on Canadian book sales:

o All of the winners experienced a sales increase after the winner announcement, ranging from 15%
(The Inconvenient Indian) to 425% (They Left Us Everything). The 2019 winner experienced the
second highest sales increase of 311%. Seven Fallen Feathers sold the most during the graphed
time frame, followed by The Inconvenient Indian.

e Most of the 2019 shortlisted titles experienced a sales increase following the winner
announcement and the winning title sold the most units during the graphed time period.

e The highest-selling winning titles benefited from being nominated for and winning other awards:

o The 2014 winner, Thomas King’s The Inconvenient Indian, also won the 2014 British
Columbia’s National Award for Canadian Non-Fiction and was nominated for the 2013
Trillium Award and the 2014 Hilary Weston Writers’ Trust Prize for Nonfiction.

o The 2018 winner, Tanya Talaga’s Seven Fallen Feathers, was nominated for the 2017
Hilary Weston Writers’ Trust Prize for Nonfiction, the 2017 Speaker’s Book Award, and
2018’s British Columbia’s National Award for Canadian Non-Fiction. Seven Fallen
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Feathers won the First Nation Communities Read Indigenous Literature Award, and
2017’s Shaughnessy Cohen Prize for Political Writing.

o The 2019 winner, Kate Harris’s Lands of Lost Borders, also won BC Book Prize's Hubert
Evans Non-Fiction Prize 2019, and was nominated for the Kobo Emerging Writer Prize
2019.
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