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Confidentiality    
This document contains information that is available only to BNC SalesData subscribers and contributors. 
It is made available for your internal use only. If you have questions about public disclosure of this report, 
please contact media@booknetcanada.ca. 

  
Introduction  
The Governor General’s (GG) Literary Awards are among the oldest and most prestigious literary prizes 
in Canada. As Canada’s national literary awards, the GGs represent the rich diversity of Canadian 
literature with some 700 works recognized by authors, poets, playwrights, translators, and illustrators 
from across Canada.1 
 
The Governor General’s Literary Awards are given annually to the best English-language and the best 
French-language books in seven categories: Fiction; Non-fiction; Poetry; Drama; Young People’s 
Literature – Text; Young People’s Literature – Illustrated; and Translation (from French to English).  
 
Based on BNC’s research, the Governor General’s Literary Awards continue to have an impact on sales 
in Canada. To get a sense of what to expect during the award season, and to help nominees with stock and 
demand planning, we’ve created a trend analysis of last year’s shortlist and winner, as well as a 
comparison in sales and stock position of all the winners from 2013 to 2017. The titles shortlisted for the 
2017 Governor General’s Literary Awards have been compared by volume sold and on-hand information.  
 
This study includes:  

§   Week-over-week comparison of volume sold for all 2017 English-language nominees 
§   A look at each 2017 shortlisted title, showing volume sold and units on-hand throughout the 

GG’s timeline 
§   Year-over-year comparison of volume sold for all GG winners from 2013 to 2017 

  
Note:  

§   All dates used in the graphs represent week-ending dates.  
§   BNC calculates percent change based on average units sold three weeks prior to shortlist and 

winner announcements compared to units sold in the week following each announcement. These 
calculations are dependent on a given title’s availability in the market.   

 

   

                                                
1  Canada  Council  for  the  Arts.  http://ggbooks.ca/home  
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Caveats    
Based on publisher feedback, we estimate that BNC SalesData represents 85% of physical book industry 
sales in Canada. Certain retail categories are not completely covered by our retail panel, and this should 
be noted in any interpretation of these results, as the effect of certain awards may not be fully captured in 
our data. These retail categories include: 

§   Independent bookstores: BNC SalesData includes most major independent bookstores and 
many smaller ones but not all, any of which could be actively promoting an award winner. It also 
does not capture some specialty independent bookstores where a genre- or subject-specific award 
may have more impact. However, we are able to detect even the slightest variation in sales in our 
independent panel, so we are confident that sales changes in the independent market are well 
represented. 

§   K-12 and higher-education sales: Our panel does not include direct institutional sales to schools 
or college/university textbook sales.  

 
New booksellers have begun contributing to BNC SalesData since our first literary awards study, 
conducted in October 2006. Some changes seen in year-over-year sales figures may be due to the 
increased number of stores reporting sales, rather than a true increase in overall sales. 
 
At this time, ebook sales are not represented in BNC’s data. Therefore, all numbers in this report 
refer to print books only. 
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The  Governor  General’s  Fiction  
Award  
  

2017  Winner 

§   We’ll All Be Burnt in Our Beds Some Night by Joel Thomas Hynes, HarperCollins Publishers, TP 

9781443447836, $21.99                                                                            
 

2017  Nominees  

§   All the Beloved Ghosts by Alison MacLeod, Bloomsbury Publishing USA, HT 9781632865434, 

$35.00, Penguin Canada, TP 9780735233768, $24.95 

§   Lost in September by Kathleen Winter, Knopf Canada, HT 9780345810120, $29.95 

§   The Water Beetles by Michael Kaan, Goose Lane Editions, TP 9780864929662, $22.95 

§   Uncertain Weights and Measures by Jocelyn Parr, Goose Lane Editions, TP 9780864929822, 

$22.95 

  
*Sales for the paperback and hardcover editions are combined. 

  

Organized  by  Canada  Council  for  the  Arts  
Nominations  announced:  Oct.  4,  2017  

Winner  announced:  Nov.  1,  2017  
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*Sales for the paperback and hardcover editions are combined. 
 
Shortlist announcement (Oct. 4, 2017):   
Book sales after the shortlist announcement were inconsistent. All the Beloved Ghosts experienced the 
greatest sales increase of 8000%, although those numbers combined the sales for the hardcover and trade 
editions. In comparison, Lost in September had a decrease of -43% while the future winner, We’ll All Be 
Burnt in Our Beds Some Night, had an increase of 69%. Uncertain Weights and Measures and The Water 
Beetles saw increases of 120% and 500%, respectively.  
 
Winner announcement (Nov. 1, 2017): 
Only the winner experienced a sales increase after the winner announcement. The winning title, We’ll All 
Be Burnt in Our Beds Some Night, saw the greatest increase of 273%, whereas The Water Beetles saw an 
increase of 59%. Uncertain Weights and Measures increased by 4%. Most titles continued to sell during 
the holiday season, peaking the week before Christmas, once again suggesting that the GG Awards 
positively influence consumer behaviour during the holiday season. The winning title outsold all the other 
nominated titles over the 18-week period. 
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Volume  Sold  

 
  
On  Hand    

 
 
 
Winner  Comparison  by  Volume  Sold  –  2013  to  2017  
  
Winners  

§   2017: We’ll All Be Burnt in Our Beds Some Night by Joel Thomas Hynes, TP 9781443447836, $21.99 

§   2016: Do Not Say We Have Nothing by Madeleine Thien, Knopf Canada, HT 9780345810427, $35.00 

§   2015: Daddy Lenin and Other Stories by Guy Vanderhaeghe, McClelland & Stewart, HT 9780771099144, $29.95 

§   2014: The Back of the Turtle by Thomas King, HarperCollins Canada, HT 9781443431620, $33.95, TP 

9781443446464, $24.99 

§   2013: The Luminaries by Eleanor Catton, McClelland & Stewart, HT 9780771019104, $35.00 
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*Sales for the paperback and hardcover editions are combined. 
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*Sales for the paperback and hardcover editions are combined. 
 
The graph above exemplifies the sales effect of winning the Governor General’s Literary Award for 
Fiction, especially leading up to the holiday season. While there was a high sales peak in 2013, as Eleanor 
Catton’s The Luminaries also won the Man Booker Prize that year, that peak does not reach the heights of 
Madeleine Thien’s Do Not Say We Have Nothing, which sold the most units out of all five winning titles 
over the 20-week period observed. Do Not Say We Have Nothing also won the Scotiabank Giller Prize in 
2016 and was nominated for the Man Booker Prize in 2016; it would go on to be shortlisted for the 
Women’s Prize for Fiction and Folio Prize in 2017. That said, not all award nominations translate into 
sales – Thomas King’s The Back of the Turtle was also a finalist for the Trillium Book Award in 2015, 
but book sales for this title were noticeably lower than those of The Luminaries and Do Not Say We Have 
Nothing. 
 
The sales impact of the Governor General’s Literary Award for Fiction has been decreasing since 2014, 
though data shows a significant increase in sales for Madeleine Thien’s multi-award-winning title from 
2016. In 2017, the sales increase was lower than in 2016, 2014, or 2013. The peak for the 2017 winner 
was five weeks after the winner announcement and several weeks before Christmas. It seems that the 
sales increase is a reaction to acclaim around a specific title itself. The overall trend for each year 
indicates that the nominated titles do experience a sales increase after the winner announcement, which 
continues to have a dramatic effect on the winning titles into the Christmas season.    
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The  Governor  General’s    
Non-­‐Fiction  Award    
  

2017  Winner  

§   The Way of the Strangers: Encounters with the Islamic State by Graeme Wood, Random House 

Publishing Group, HT 9780812988758, $36.00  

 
2017  Nominees  

§   All We Leave Behind: A Reporter's Journey into the Lives of Others by Carol Off, Random House 

of Canada, HT 9780345816832, $32.95 

§   The Hand-over: A Can-Lit How Dunnit by Elaine Dewar, Biblioasis, HT 9781771961110, $29.95 

§   Where I Live Now by Sharon Butala, Simon & Schuster, HT 9781476790480, $26.99 

§   Where It Hurts by Sarah de Leeuw, NeWest Publishers, HT 9781926455846, $19.95 

 

Organized  by  Canada  Council  for  the  Arts  
Nominations  announced:  Oct.  4,  2017  

Winner  announced:  Nov.  1,  2017  
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Shortlist announcement (Oct. 4, 2017):  

All of the titles had low increases in sales, in particular All We Leave Behind (0.7%), The Hand-over 
(0.2%), and Where I Live Now (0.4%). The Way of the Strangers saw the greatest sales increase of 3.8% 
after the shortlist announcement, closely followed by a 3.2% increase for Where It Hurts.  
 

Winner announcement (Nov. 1, 2017):  

The winning title, The Way of the Strangers, saw the greatest sales increase of 300% after the winner 
announcement. Last year’s winning title, A World We Have Lost, saw a 376% increase after the winner 
announcement. Meanwhile, the other shortlisted titles saw decreases in sales. The week before Christmas, 
All We Leave Behind and The Way of the Strangers saw sales increases. All We Leave Behind sold the 
most units out of the five nominated titles during this 18-week period, possibly because this title was also 
nominated for the Hilary Weston Prize for Non-Fiction on Sept. 20 and won that award on Nov. 14. 
Winning that award may explain the sales peak for All We Leave Behind between September and early 
November. 
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Volume  Sold  

  
 
On  Hand  

 
 
Winner  Comparison  by  Volume  Sold  –  2013  to  2017  
  
Winners  

§   2017: The Way of the Strangers by Graeme Wood, Random House Publishing Group, HT 9780812988758, $36.00 

§   2016: A World We Have Lost: Saskatchewan Before 1905 by Bill Waiser, Fifth House Publishers, HT 9781927083390, 

$70.00 

§   2015: Bee Time: Lessons from the Hive by Mark L. Winston, Harvard University Press, HT 9780674368392, $32.50 

§   2014: The End of Absence: Reclaiming What We’ve Lost In a World of Constant Connection by Michael Harris, 

HarperCollins Canada, HT 9781443426275, $29.99 

§   2013: Journey with No Maps: A Life of P.K. Page by Sandra Diwa, McGill-Queen’s University, HT 9780773540613, 

$39.95, TP 9780773541917, $24.95 
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* Sales for the paperback and hardcover editions are combined. 
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* Sales for the paperback and hardcover editions are combined. 
  
The impact of the award has remained generally consistent, with winning titles from 2012 to 2016 
experiencing a sales increase following the winner announcement.  
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The  Governor  General’s  Poetry  
Award    
 

2017  Winner 

§   On Not Losing My Father's Ashes in the Flood by Richard Harrison, Wolsak & Wynn Publishers, TP 

9781928088226, $18.00 

 
2017  Nominees  

§   What the Soul Doesn't Want by Lorna Crozier, Freehand Books, TP 9781988298122, $16.95 

§   Slow War by Benjamin Hertwig, McGill-Queen's University Press, TP 9780773551428, $16.95 

§   Selah by Nora Gould, Brick Books Incorporated, TP 9781771314459, $20.00  

§   All the Names Between by Julia McCarthy, Brick Books Incorporated, TP 9781771314572, $20.00 

 
 

Organized  by  Canada  Council  for  the  Arts  
Nominations  announced:  Oct.  4,  2017  

Winner  announced:  Nov.  1,  2017  
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Shortlist announcement (Oct. 4, 2017):  

Slow War had the highest sales increase of 250% after the shortlist announcement while the other 
shortlisted titles experienced little or no sales before and after the shortlist announcement.  
  
Winner announcement (Nov. 1, 2017):  

Peak sales occurred the week before and during the shortlist and winner announcements, as well as in 
early December before the holiday season. What the Soul Doesn’t Want sold the highest number of units 
during this 18-week period, followed by the winning title On Not Losing My Father’s Ashes in the Flood. 
The greatest sales increase of 350% was experienced by All the Names Between, followed by Selah with a 
275% increase, although units sold for this title were minimal. 
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On  Hand  

 
  
Winner  Comparison  by  Volume  Sold  –  2013  to  2017    
  
Winners  

§   2017: On Not Losing My Father's Ashes in the Flood by Richard Harrison, Wolsak & Wynn Publishers, TP 

9781928088226, $18.00 

§   2016: The Waking Comes Late by Steven Heighton, House of Anansi, TP 9781487000936, $19.95 

§   2015: My Shoes Are Killing Me by Robyn Sarah, Biblioasis, TP 9781771960137, $18.95 

§   2014: Lake of Two Mountains by Arleen Pare, Brick Books Incorporated, TP 9781926829876, $20.00 

§   2013: North End Love Songs by Katherena Vermette, J Gordon Shillingford Publishing, TP 9781897289761, $15.95 
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The  Governor  General’s  Drama  
Award    
 

2017  Winner 

§   Indian Arm by Hiro Kanagawa, Playwrights Canada Press, TP 9781770915725, $17.95 

 
2017  Nominees  

§   Within the Glass by Anna Chatterton, Playwrights Canada Press, TP 9781927922323, $15.95 

§   The Virgin Trial by Kate Hennig, Playwrights Canada Press, TP 9781770917705, $17.95 

§   The Colony of Unrequited Dreams by Robert Chafe, Playwrights Canada Press, TP 9781770915763, 

$17.95 

§   1979 by Michael Healey, Playwrights Canada Press, TP 9781770917507, $17.95 

  

Organized  by  Canada  Council  for  the  Arts  
Nominations  announced:  Oct.  4,  2017  

Winner  announced:  Nov.  1,  2017  
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Shortlist announcement (Oct. 4, 2017):  

The Governor General’s Literary Award for Drama follows a different trend than the other categories, as 
sales for the finalists and winner are sporadic throughout the award’s timeline. Books nominated in the 
drama category tend to experience lower unit sales compared to other award subjects despite all the books 
being sold in a trade paperback format. 
 

Winner announcement (Nov. 1, 2017):  

One week after the winner announcement all titles saw a gradual increase in sales with the highest-selling 
titles seeing peaks from the middle of November to the first week of December. The Colony of 
Unrequited Dreams sold 12 copies two weeks after the winner announcement, while the winner, Indian 
Arm, had the highest sales in early December, selling 41 copies.  
 
 
Volume  Sold  
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On  Hand  

 
 

  
Winner  Comparison  by  Volume  Sold  –  2013  to  2017  
  
Winners  

§   2017: Indian Arm by Hiro Kanagawa, Playwrights Canada Press, TP 9781770915725, $17.95 

§   2016: Pig Girl by Colleen Murphy, Playwrights Canada Press, TP 9781770914469, $17.95 

§   2015: carried away on the crest of a wave by David Yee, Playwrights Canada Press, TP 9781770912571, $16.95 

§   2014: Age of Minority by Jordan Tannahill, Playwrights Canada Press, TP 9781770911949, $19.95 

§   2013: Fault Lines by Nicolas Billion, Coach House Books, TP 9781552452769, $18.95 
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The  Governor  General’s  Young  
People’s  Literature  Award  –  Text    
  

2017  Winner 

§   The Marrow Thieves by Cherie Dimaline, Cormorant Books, TP 9781770864863, $14.95 

 
2017  Nominees  

§   Those Who Run in the Sky by Aviaq Johnston, Inhabit Media, TP 9781772271461, $13.95, TP 

9781772271218, $13.95 

§   The Way Back Home by Allan Stratton, Scholastic Canada, HT 9781443148382, $19.99 

§   Hit the Ground Running by Alison Hughes, Orca Book Publishers, TP 9781459815445, $14.95 

§   Everything Beautiful is Not Ruined by Danielle Younge-Ullman, Penguin Random House Canada 

Young Readers, TP 9780143198215, $13.99, HT 9780670070138, $21.99 

  
*Sales for the paperback and hardcover editions are combined. 

 

  

Organized  by  Canada  Council  for  the  Arts  
Nominations  announced:  Oct.  4,  2017  

Winner  announced:  Nov.  1,  2017  
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*Sales for the paperback and hardcover editions are combined. 
 

Shortlist announcement (Oct. 4, 2017):  

The Marrow Thieves experienced the highest sales increase following the shortlist announcement, of 
117%, followed by The Way Back Home with a 50% increase. The Marrow Thieves was the only 
shortlisted title that experienced an increase of sales the week immediately following the announcement 
(covering the following four days), although most of the other titles experienced an increase of sales in 
the second week after the announcement. 
 
Winner announcement (Nov. 1, 2017):  

Those Who Run in the Sky experienced an increase of 22% in sales following the winner announcement 
and Hit the Ground Running experienced a 20% increase. The Marrow Thieves experienced the highest 
increase of sales, 40%, along with the highest number of units sold in this 18-week period. The two weeks 
preceding Christmas are where sales peaked for most of the titles.  
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On  Hand  

 
  
Winner  Comparison  by  Volume  Sold  –  2013  to  2017  
  
Winners  

§   2017: The Marrow Thieves by Cherie Dimaline, Cormorant Books, TP 9781770864863, $14.95 

§   2016: Calvin by Martine Leavitt, Groundwood Books, TP 9781554987207, $14.95 

§   2015: The Gospel Truth by Caroline Pignat, Red Deer Press, TP 9780889954939, $12.95 

§   2014: When Everything Feels Like the Movies by Raziel Reid, Arsenal Pulp Press, TP 9781551525747, $15.95 

§   2013: The Unlikely Hero of Room 13B by Teresa Toten, Doubleday Canada, TP 9780385678346, $14.95 
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The  Governor  General’s  Young  
People’s  Literature  Award  –  
Illustrated    
  

2017  Winner 

§  When We Were Alone by David Alexander Robertson and Julie Flett, Portage & Main Press, HT 

9781553796732, $18.95 

 
2017  Nominees  

§   When the Moon Comes by Paul Harbridge and Matt James, Tundra Books, HT 9781101917770, 

$21.99 

§   Town Is by the Sea by Joanne Schwartz and Sydney Smith, Groundwood Books, HT 9781554988716, 

$21.95 

§   The Tragic Tale of the Great Auk by Jan Thornhill, Groundwood Books, HT 9781554988655, $21.95 

§   Short Stories for Little Monsters by Marie-Louise Gay, Groundwood Books, HT 9781554988969, 

$19.95 

 
 

Organized  by  Canada  Council  for  the  Arts  
Nominations  announced:  Oct.  4,  2017  

Winners  announced:  Nov.  1,  2017  
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Shortlist announcement (Oct. 4, 2017):  

With the exception of Town Is by the Sea, all the other shortlisted titles experienced an increase in sales 
following the shortlist announcement. The Tragic Tale of the Great Auk experienced the largest sales 
increase of 200%.  
 

Winner announcement (Nov. 1, 2017):  

Most nominated titles experienced an increase after the winner announcement, with the exception of 
Town Is by the Sea, which experienced a peak in unit sales the week before the winner announcement and 
a sales decrease of -27% after the winner announcement. The winning title When We Were Alone had 
consistently high sales, doubling the week of the winner announcement and peaking the following week 
with a 115% sales increase, remaining high until Christmas.  
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On  Hand  

 
 

  
Winner  Comparison  by  Volume  Sold  –  2013  to  2017  
  
Winners  

§   2017: When We Were Alone by David Alexander Robertson and Julie Flett, Portage & Main Press, HT 

9781553796732, $18.95 

§   2016: Tokyo Digs a Garden by Jon-Erik Lappano & Kellen Hatanaka, Groundwood Books Ltd, HT 9781554987986, 

$18.95 

§   2015: Sidewalk Flowers by JonArno Lawson (illustrated by Sydney Smith), Groundwood Books Ltd, HT 

9781554984312, $16.95 

§   2014: This One Summer by Mariko Tamaki (illustrated by Jillian Tamaki), Groundwood Books, TP 9781554981526, 

$18.95 

§   2013: Northwest Passage by Matt James, Groundwood Books, HC 9781554981533, $24.95 
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The  Governor  General’s  Translation  
Award  (French  to  English)    
 
 

2017  Winner 

§   Readopolis by Bertand Laverdure (translated by Oana Avasilichioaei), Book*hug, TP 

9781771662987, $20.00 

 
2017  Nominees  

§   Social Myths and Collective Imaginaries by Gerard Bouchar (translated by Howard Scott), 

University of Toronto Press, TP 9781442629073, $24.95 

§   The Longest Year by Daniel Grenier (translated by Pablo Strauss), House of Anansi Press, TP 

9781487001537, $22.95  

§   In Search of New Babylon by Dominique Scali (translated by W. Donald Wilson), Talonbooks, TP 

9781772011241, $16.95 

§   Brothers by David Clerson (translated by Katia Grubisic), Baraka Books, TP 9781771860864, 

$19.95  

  
  

Organized  by  Canada  Council  for  the  Arts  
Nominations  announced:  Oct.  4,  2017  

Winner  announced:  Nov.  1,  2017  
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Shortlist announcement (Oct. 4, 2017):  

Following the shortlist announcement, only In Search of Babylon experienced a sales increase, of 320%, 
which continued a week later and is where the title peaked in units sold during the 18-week period. None 
of the other titles experienced a sales increase. 
 

Winner announcement (Nov. 1, 2017):  

Traditionally, the volume sold for nominees in the Translation Award category is on a smaller scale than 
the other award categories; only two of the five nominated titles benefited positively from the winner 
announcement. The winning title, Readopolis, and Brothers each experienced a sales increase, of 145% 
and 5000% in units sold, respectively. Sales for the other titles were minimal and either doubled or 
quadrupled in the number of units sold. Readopolis sold the most units in the 18-week period, followed 
by In Search of Babylon. Sales were sporadic for all titles.  
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Volume  Sold  

  
  
On  Hand  

 
  
Winner  Comparison  by  Volume  Sold  –  2013  to  2017  
  
Winners  

§   2017: Readopolis by Bertand Laverdure (translated by Oana Avasilichioaei), Book*hug, TP 9781771662987, $20.00 

§   2016: The Party Wall by Catherine Leroux (translated by Lazer Lederhendler), Biblioasis, TP 9781771960762, $19.95 

§   2015: Twenty-one Cardinals by Jocelyne Saucier (translated by Rhonda Mullins), Coach House Books, TP 

9781552453070, $19.95 

§   2014: Paul-Émile Borduas: A Critical Biography by Francois-Marc Gagnon and Peter Feldstein, McGill-Queen’s 

University Press, HT 9780773541894, $75.00 

§   2013: The Major Verbs by Donald Winkler, Vehicule Press, TP 9781550653397, $18.00 
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Conclusion  
 
Our analysis of the Governor General’s Literary Awards leads us to conclude that it continues to have 
an impact on Canadian book sales: 

•   The shortlist announcement does not guarantee an increase in a title’s sales. Sales increases and 
decreases were both observed in nominees following the shortlist announcement. 

•   Sales increases occur for the majority of the winners and many nominees following the winner 
announcement, but the winning title may not outsell other shortlisted titles. Winning titles 
generally have increased sales during the holiday season, which then decline immediately after 
Christmas. 

•   Having titles nominated for multiple awards, such as the Scotiabank Giller Prize or the Man 
Booker Prize, usually has a positive impact on sales. 

•   Format does not seem to have an impact on sales volumes, especially if the title is popular and 
has been nominated for multiple awards. Most of the nominated titles were in trade paperback, 
with a mix of trade paperback and hardcover trade for the fiction award and with the exception 
of all hardcover trade titles nominated for the non-fiction award.  

•   The Governor General’s Literary Awards positively affect book sales by generating publicity 
that influences consumer behaviour. Publishers can use the GG Awards as a powerful 
marketing tool, demonstrated by the fact that many finalists are also nominated for other awards 
and go on to be finalists for ‘best of’ lists later in the year. 

 


