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CONFIDENTIALITY	
  	
  
This	
  document	
  contains	
  information	
  that	
  is	
  available	
  only	
  to	
  BNC	
  SalesData	
  subscribers	
  and	
  contributors.	
  It	
  is	
  made	
  available	
  
for	
  your	
  internal	
  use	
  only.	
  If	
  you	
  have	
  questions	
  about	
  public	
  disclosure	
  of	
  this	
  report,	
  please	
  contact	
  
media@booknetcanada.ca.	
  

INTRODUCTION	
  
Being	
  nominated	
  for	
  a	
  literary	
  award	
  is	
  an	
  exciting	
  time	
  for	
  a	
  publisher,	
  because	
  with	
  national	
  recognition	
  comes	
  
increased	
  orders	
  and	
  sales.	
  So	
  what’s	
  the	
  best	
  way	
  to	
  stay	
  on	
  top	
  of	
  the	
  game?	
  Can	
  you	
  predict	
  when	
  your	
  books	
  
are	
  going	
  to	
  start	
  flying	
  off	
  the	
  shelves?	
  Will	
  you	
  need	
  to	
  reprint?	
  What	
  happens	
  if	
  you	
  win?	
  	
  
	
  
BNC	
  Research’s	
  literary	
  award	
  studies	
  help	
  Canadian	
  publishers	
  avoid	
  surprises	
  during	
  awards	
  season.	
  By	
  looking	
  
at	
  sales	
  data	
  from	
  previous	
  years,	
  we	
  can	
  better	
  predict	
  potential	
  sales	
  and	
  order	
  spikes,	
  giving	
  you	
  the	
  data	
  you	
  
need	
  to	
  ensure	
  you	
  have	
  enough	
  copies	
  in	
  the	
  warehouse	
  and	
  on	
  booksellers’	
  shelves.	
  	
  
	
  
Based	
  on	
  our	
  research,	
  the	
  Scotiabank	
  Giller	
  Prize	
  is	
  the	
  Canadian	
  literary	
  award	
  with	
  the	
  biggest	
  impact	
  on	
  book	
  
sales.	
   To	
   get	
   a	
   sense	
   of	
  what	
   to	
   expect	
   during	
   the	
   award	
   season,	
   and	
   to	
   help	
  nominees	
  with	
   stock	
   and	
  demand	
  
planning,	
  we’ve	
  created	
  a	
   trend	
  analysis	
  of	
   last	
  year’s	
  shortlist	
  and	
  winner,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  a	
  comparison	
   in	
  sales	
  and	
  
stock	
  position	
  of	
  the	
  2010	
  to	
  2015	
  winners.	
  	
  
	
  
This	
  study	
  includes:	
  	
  

§   Week-­‐‑over-­‐‑week	
  comparison	
  of	
  volume	
  sold	
  for	
  all	
  nominees.	
  
§   Stock	
  position	
  by	
  week	
  –	
  How	
  many	
  units	
  were	
  on	
  hand	
  during	
  the	
  Giller	
  season?	
  
§   On-­‐‑order	
  position	
  by	
  week	
  –	
  When	
  do	
  orders	
  rise	
  and	
  fall,	
  and	
  by	
  how	
  much?	
  

	
  
The	
   first	
   section	
   of	
   this	
   study	
   compares	
   the	
   2015	
   Scotiabank	
   Giller	
   Prize	
   shortlisted	
   titles	
   by	
   volume	
   sold	
   and	
  
includes	
   a	
   look	
   at	
   the	
   overall	
   fiction	
   market	
   sales	
   during	
   this	
   time.	
   The	
   comparison	
   by	
   volume	
   sold	
   helps	
   us	
  
understand	
  how	
  the	
  award	
  affects	
  consumer	
  behavior,	
  and	
  how	
  it	
  relates	
  to	
  the	
  rise	
  and	
  fall	
  of	
  the	
  fiction	
  market	
  as	
  
a	
  whole.	
  
	
  
Next,	
  we	
  look	
  at	
  the	
  2015	
  shortlist	
  titles	
  individually,	
  showing	
  volume	
  sold,	
  units	
  on	
  hand	
  (OH)	
  and	
  units	
  on	
  order	
  
(OO)	
   throughout	
   the	
   Scotiabank	
   Giller	
   Prize	
   timeline.	
   This	
   shows	
   us	
   the	
   retail	
   demand	
   and	
   how	
   retailers	
   are	
  
predicting	
  sales,	
  especially	
  during	
  the	
  holiday	
  season.	
  
	
  
Finally,	
  the	
  year-­‐‑over-­‐‑year	
  comparison	
  looks	
  at	
  the	
  Giller	
  winners	
  from	
  2010	
  to	
  2015,	
  showing	
  the	
  impact	
  of	
  the	
  
award	
  over	
  time	
  and	
  noting	
  similarities	
  and	
  special	
  cases.	
  The	
  volume-­‐‑sold	
  comparison	
  shows	
  how	
  the	
  award	
  is	
  
reaching	
   readers;	
   on-­‐‑hand	
   numbers	
   show	
   how	
   retailers	
   are	
   predicting	
   sales;	
   and	
   on-­‐‑order	
   information	
   shows	
  
publishers	
  the	
  retail	
  demand.	
  	
  
Note:	
  	
  

§   All	
  dates	
  used	
  in	
  the	
  graphs	
  represent	
  week-­‐‑ending	
  dates.	
  	
  
§   BNC	
   calculates	
   percent	
   change	
   based	
   on	
   average	
   units	
   sold	
   three	
   weeks	
   prior	
   to	
   shortlist	
   and	
   winner	
  

announcements	
  compared	
  to	
  units	
  sold	
  in	
  the	
  week	
  following	
  each	
  announcement.	
  These	
  calculations	
  are	
  
dependent	
  on	
  a	
  given	
  title’s	
  availability	
  in	
  the	
  market.	
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CAVEATS	
  	
  
Based	
  on	
  publisher	
   feedback,	
  we	
  estimate	
   that	
  BNC	
  SalesData	
  represents	
  85%	
  of	
  book	
   industry	
  sales	
   in	
  Canada.	
  
Certain	
   retail	
   categories	
   are	
   not	
   completely	
   covered	
   by	
   our	
   retail	
   panel,	
   and	
   this	
   should	
   be	
   noted	
   in	
   any	
  
interpretation	
  of	
  these	
  results,	
  as	
  the	
  effect	
  of	
  certain	
  awards	
  may	
  not	
  be	
  fully	
  captured	
  in	
  our	
  data.	
  These	
  retail	
  
categories	
  include:	
  

§   Independent	
   bookstores:	
   BNC	
   SalesData	
   includes	
   many	
   major	
   independent	
   bookstores,	
   but	
   does	
   not	
  
include	
  many	
   smaller	
   ones,	
   any	
  of	
  which	
   could	
  be	
   actively	
  promoting	
   an	
   award	
  winner.	
   It	
   also	
  does	
  not	
  
capture	
  many	
  specialty	
  independent	
  bookstores	
  (e.g.,	
  children’s	
  books,	
  science	
  fiction,	
  etc.)	
  where	
  a	
  genre-­‐‑	
  
or	
   subject-­‐‑specific	
   award	
   may	
   have	
   more	
   impact.	
   However,	
   we	
   are	
   able	
   to	
   detect	
   even	
   the	
   slightest	
  
variation	
   in	
   sales	
   in	
   our	
   independent	
   panel,	
   so	
   we	
   are	
   confident	
   that	
   sales	
   changes	
   in	
   the	
   independent	
  
market	
  are	
  well	
  represented.	
  

§   K–12	
   and	
   higher-­‐‑education	
   sales:	
   our	
   panel	
   does	
   not	
   include	
   direct	
   institutional	
   sales	
   to	
   schools	
   or	
  
college/university	
  textbook	
  sales.	
  	
  

	
  
At	
   this	
   time,	
   ebook	
   sales	
   are	
  not	
   represented	
   in	
  BNC’s	
   data.	
   Therefore,	
   all	
   numbers	
   in	
   this	
   report	
   refer	
   to	
   print	
  
books	
  only.	
  
	
  
Please	
   also	
   note	
   that	
   new	
  booksellers	
   have	
   begun	
   contributing	
   to	
  BNC	
   SalesData	
   since	
   our	
   first	
   literary	
   awards	
  
study,	
  conducted	
  in	
  October	
  2006.	
  Some	
  changes	
  seen	
  in	
  year-­‐‑over-­‐‑year	
  sales	
  figures	
  may	
  be	
  due	
  to	
  the	
  increased	
  
number	
  of	
  stores	
  reporting	
  sales,	
  rather	
  than	
  a	
  true	
  increase	
  in	
  overall	
  sales.	
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The	
  Scotiabank	
  Giller	
  Prize	
  2015	
  
	
  
Volume	
  Sold	
  for	
  All	
  Shortlist	
  Titles	
  and	
  Winner	
  

	
   	
  

	
  	
  

To	
  demonstrate	
  the	
  impact	
  that	
  the	
  Scotiabank	
  Giller	
  Prize	
  has	
  on	
  Canadian	
  sales,	
  the	
  following	
  figures	
  represent	
  
the	
  average	
  percent	
  change	
  in	
  unit	
  sales	
  that	
  occurs	
  after	
  the	
  shortlist	
  and	
  winner	
  announcements.	
  

	
  
Shortlist	
  announcement	
  (October	
  5,	
  2015):	
  	
  

Shortlist	
  titles	
  experienced	
  an	
  average	
  percent	
  change	
  in	
  units	
  sold	
  of	
  222%	
  after	
  the	
  shortlist	
  announcement.	
  
Undeniably,	
  just	
  being	
  nominated	
  has	
  an	
  immediate	
  impact	
  on	
  sales.	
  	
  
	
  

Winner	
  announcement	
  (November	
  10,	
  2015):	
  	
  

Nominees	
  experienced	
  an	
  average	
  percent	
  change	
  of	
  16%,	
  whereas	
  the	
  winning	
  title	
  experienced	
  a	
  sales	
  increase	
  
of	
  669%	
  after	
  the	
  winner	
  announcement.	
  After	
  winning,	
  Fifteen	
  Dogs	
  continued	
  to	
  see	
  solid	
  sales	
  during	
  the	
  
holiday	
  season	
  and	
  peaked	
  the	
  week	
  before	
  Christmas,	
  suggesting	
  the	
  Giller	
  Prize	
  positively	
  influences	
  consumer	
  
behaviour	
  during	
  the	
  holiday	
  season.	
  	
  	
  

6 13 20 27 4 11 18 25 1 8 15 22 29 6 13 20 27 3

September October November December January

Fifteen	
  Dogs 53 79 90 131 84 356 283 237 357 1,018 4,315 4,131 3,826 6,961 8,554 9,882 9,420 2,377

Arvida 5 16 10 21 23 216 80 101 147 162 246 114 99 107 114 131 88 29

Outline 54 46 58 46 43 309 200 215 313 313 1,431 297 324 431 520 624 600 134

Daydreams	
  of	
  Angels 31 43 29 32 44 207 106 109 113 181 1,373 218 155 167 211 325 225 56

Martin	
  John 49 75 67 50 91 277 122 113 195 296 373 226 186 219 251 245 216 57

Fiction	
  Market	
  2015 305,498 258,633 254,310 235,416 253,366 247,825 215,342 243,443 268,944 299,500 277,851 263,291 329,698 353,752 400,417 505,747 506,955 239,597
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  Dogs Arvida Outline Daydreams	
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Christmas

ORGANIZED	
  BY	
  SCOTIABANK	
  
NOMINATIONS	
  ANNOUNCED	
  OCTOBER	
  5,	
  2015	
  
WINNERS	
  ANNOUNCED	
  NOVEMBER	
  10,	
  2015	
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NOMINEE	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  

SAMUEL	
  ARCHIBALD’S	
  ARVIDA	
  
TRANSLATED	
  BY	
  DONALD	
  WINKLER	
  
Sales	
  vs.	
  On	
  Hand	
  vs.	
  On	
  Order	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

6 13 20 27 4 11 18 25 1 8 15 22 29 6 13 20 27 3
September October November December January

Unit	
  Sales 5 16 10 21 23 216 80 101 147 162 246 114 99 107 114 131 88 29

OH 84 108 102 524 620 700 3,351 3,321 3,506 3,529 3,290 3,216 3,109 3,064 2,957 2,814 2,652 2,589

OO 3 56 492 31 42 222 215 189 41 21 25 14 7 14 6 4 3 2
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Shortlist
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BIBLIOASIS	
  
TRADE	
  PAPERBACK	
  
9781771960427	
  	
  

$19.95	
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NOMINEE	
  	
  

RACHEL	
  CUSK’S	
  OUTLINE	
  
	
  
Sales	
  vs.	
  On	
  Hand	
  vs.	
  On	
  Order	
  

•   Combined	
  HT	
  and	
  TP	
  ISBNs	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

6 13 20 27 4 11 18 25 1 8 15 22 29 6 13 20 27 3
September October November December January

Unit	
  Sales 54 46 58 46 43 309 200 215 313 313 1,431 297 324 431 520 624 600 134

OH 1,105 1,184 1,146 1,241 1,262 1,144 3,335 3,373 6,208 5,932 5,572 5,400 5,112 4,654 4,229 3,815 3,382 3,253

OO 86 34 34 40 51 231 3,264 185 71 93 74 69 45 69 129 101 73 98
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HARPERCOLLINS	
  PUBLISHERS	
  LTD	
  
HARDCOVER	
  TRADE	
  	
  
9780374228347	
  	
  

$29.99	
  

TRADE	
  PAPERBACK	
  
	
  9781443447102	
  

$19.99	
  

	
  



BOOKNET	
  CANADA	
  

	
  

7	
  

	
  
	
  
NOMINEE	
  

HEATHER	
  O’NEILL’S	
  	
  
DAYDREAMS	
  OF	
  ANGELS	
  	
  
	
  
Sales	
  vs.	
  On	
  Hand	
  vs.	
  On	
  Order	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
   	
  

6 13 20 27 4 11 18 25 1 8 15 22 29 6 13 20 27 3
September October November December January

Unit	
  Sales 31 43 29 32 44 207 106 109 113 181 1,373 218 155 167 211 325 225 56

OH 771 767 757 835 826 711 2,880 2,917 5,254 5,023 4,734 4,586 4,485 4,420 4,114 3,825 3,644 3,611

OO 19 72 19 34 57 249 2,496 95 77 55 40 21 29 39 32 47 23 9

0
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HARPERCOLLINS	
  PUBLISHERS	
  LTD	
  
TRADE	
  PAPERBACK	
  
9781554684519	
  

$22.99	
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NOMINEE	
  	
  

ANAKANA	
  SCHOFIELD’S	
  MARTIN	
  JOHN	
  
	
  
Sales	
  vs.	
  On	
  Hand	
  vs.	
  On	
  Order	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  

	
   	
  

6 13 20 27 4 11 18 25 1 8 15 22 29 6 13 20 27 3
September October November December January

Unit	
  Sales 49 75 67 50 91 277 122 113 195 296 373 226 186 219 251 245 216 57

OH 360 716 678 905 878 912 5,246 5,279 5,232 4,986 4,619 4,530 4,412 4,317 4,088 3,908 3,809 3,565

OO 75 105 185 61 40 188 204 200 56 30 40 62 35 26 38 22 6 5
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BIBLIOASIS	
  
TRADE	
  PAPERBACK	
  
9781771960342	
  

$19.95	
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WINNER	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  

ANDRÉ	
  ALEXIS’S	
  FIFTEEN	
  DOGS	
  	
  
	
  
Sales	
  vs.	
  On	
  Hand	
  vs.	
  On	
  Order	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
In	
  addition	
  to	
  being	
  shortlisted	
  for	
  the	
  Giller,	
  André	
  Alexis’s	
  Fifteen	
  Dogs	
  won	
  the	
  2015	
  Rogers	
  Writers’	
  Trust	
  
Fiction	
  Prize	
  on	
  November	
  3,	
  2015.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  

6 13 20 27 4 11 18 25 1 8 15 22 29 6 13 20 27 3
September October November December January

Unit	
  Sales 53 79 90 131 84 356 283 237 357 1,018 4,315 4,131 3,826 6,961 8,554 9,882 9,420 2,377

OH 694 677 644 932 833 778 4,154 4,814 4,675 5,301 2,194 15,635 14,332 14,712 20,602 18,720 16,323 14,283

OO 14 84 318 99 147 179 1,286 266 237 172 4,028 10,251 6,014 7,082 2,456 3,413 499 3,516

0
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COACH	
  HOUSE	
  BOOKS	
  
TRADE	
  PAPERBACK	
  
9781552453056	
  

$14.95	
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2015	
  

André	
  Alexis’s	
  Fifteen	
  Dogs	
  	
  
COACH	
  HOUSE	
  BOOKS	
  
TRADE	
  PAPERBACK	
  |	
  9781552453056	
  |	
  $14.95	
  

2014	
  

Sean	
  Michaels’s	
  Us	
  Conductors	
  	
  
RANDOM	
  HOUSE	
  OF	
  CANADA	
  
HARDCOVER	
  TRADE	
  |	
  9780345815767	
  |	
  $26.00	
  
TRADE	
  PAPERBACK	
  |	
  9780345813329	
  |	
  $24.95	
  

2013	
  

Lynn	
  Coady’s	
  Hellgoing:	
  Stories	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
HOUSE	
  OF	
  ANANSI	
  
TRADE	
  PAPERBACK|	
  9781770893085	
  |	
  $19.95	
  

YEAR-­‐OVER-­‐YEAR	
  COMPARISON	
  

COMPARISON	
  2010–2015	
  
Volume	
  Sold	
  –	
  Winner	
  Comparison	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

Fifteen	
  Dogs,	
  André	
  Alexis	
  (2015) 53 79 90 131 84 356 283 237 357 1,018 4,315 4,131 3,826 6,961 8,554 9,882 9,420 2,377

Us	
  Conductors,	
  Sean	
  Michaels	
  (2014) 44 32 93 107 56 225 589 121 554 136 2,453 1,643 1,901 2,749 4,256 5,072 3,577 810

Hellgoing,	
  Lynn	
  Coady	
  (2013) 13 20 24 35 34 142 106 193 526 2,265 1,627 1,929 2,026 1,758 1,796 2,123 1,101 491

419,	
  Will	
  Ferguson	
  (2012) 12 11 21 39 31 32 191 161 116 242 2,186 879 2,164 3,835 4,811 5,330 6,689 9,174

Half-­‐‑Blood	
  Blues,	
  Esi	
  Edugyan	
  (2011) 83 307 282 186 415 579 1,014 922 848 792 4,576 3,869 4,677 6,315 8,143 9,243 11,053 2,686

The	
  Sentimentalists,	
  Johanna	
  Skibsrud	
  (2010) 0 0 0 0 1 9 18 14 3 1 88 86 4,305 10,603 11,444 13,771 12,865 3,338

Fiction	
  Market	
  2015 305,498 258,633 254,310 235,416 253,366 247,825 215,342 243,443 268,944 299,500 277,851 263,291 329,698 353,752 400,417 505,747 506,955 239,597
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Fifteen	
  Dogs,	
  André	
  Alexis	
  (2015) Us	
  Conductors,	
  Sean	
  Michaels	
  (2014) Hellgoing,	
  Lynn	
  Coady	
  (2013)

419,	
  Will	
  Ferguson	
  (2012) Half-­‐‑Blood	
  Blues,	
  Esi	
  Edugyan	
  (2011) The	
  Sentimentalists,	
   Johanna	
  Skibsrud	
  (2010)

Fiction	
  Market	
  2015

Shortlist	
  
2015,	
  2011

Shortlist	
  
2014-­‐2012,	
  

2010

Winner

Christmas	
  
2015-­‐2013,	
  
2011-­‐2010

Christmas	
  
2012

2012	
  

Will	
  Ferguson’s	
  419	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
VIKING	
  CANADA	
  
HARDCOVER	
  TRADE	
  |	
  9780670064717	
  |	
  $32.00	
  

2011	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Esi	
  Edugyan’s	
  Half-­‐Blood	
  Blues	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
THOMAS	
  ALLEN	
  
TRADE	
  PAPERBACK	
  |	
  9780887627415	
  |	
  $24.95	
  

2010	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Johanna	
  Skibsrud’s	
  The	
  Sentimentalists	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
GASPEREAU	
  PRESS	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
TRADE	
  PAPERBACK	
  |	
  9781554470785	
  |	
  $27.95	
  
DOUGLAS	
  &	
  MCINTYRE	
  
TRADE	
  PAPERBACK	
  |	
  9781553658955	
  |	
  $19.95	
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From	
  2010	
  to	
  2015,	
  winning	
  titles	
  tend	
  to	
  follow	
  similar	
  sales	
  patterns.	
  Like	
  previous	
  winners,	
  Fifteen	
  Dogs	
  
experienced	
  increased	
  sales	
  during	
  the	
  holiday	
  season,	
  followed	
  by	
  a	
  post-­‐‑holiday	
  decline.	
  	
  

In	
  2010,	
  Johanna	
  Skibsrud’s	
  The	
  Sentimentalists	
  was	
  an	
  unusual	
  case,	
  in	
  that	
  very	
  few	
  copies	
  were	
  available	
  in	
  
stores	
  at	
  the	
  time	
  of	
  the	
  win,	
  and	
  the	
  book	
  did	
  not	
  experience	
  a	
  significant	
  sales	
  increase	
  until	
  a	
  week	
  later.	
  Despite	
  
a	
  delay	
  in	
  availability,	
  The	
  Sentimentalists	
  sold	
  the	
  most	
  copies	
  among	
  winners	
  from	
  2010–2015	
  during	
  the	
  18-­‐‑
week	
  period.	
  	
  	
  

CONCLUSION	
  

The	
  Scotiabank	
  Giller	
  Prize	
  continues	
  to	
  have	
  a	
  positive	
  impact	
  on	
  Canadian	
  book	
  sales.	
  Our	
  analysis	
  leads	
  us	
  to	
  
conclude	
  the	
  following:	
  

•   Sales	
  increase	
  immediately	
  following	
  the	
  shortlist	
  announcement.	
  This	
  increase	
  is	
  seen	
  for	
  every	
  nominated	
  
title.	
  

•   Sales	
  increase	
  for	
  all	
  nominees	
  following	
  the	
  winner	
  announcement,	
  but	
  the	
  winning	
  title	
  consistently	
  
outsells	
  the	
  shortlisted	
  titles.	
  Winning	
  titles	
  have	
  increased	
  sales	
  during	
  the	
  holiday	
  season	
  and	
  then	
  decline	
  
immediately	
  after	
  Christmas.	
  	
  

•   Orders	
  for	
  the	
  winning	
  title	
  peak	
  after	
  the	
  winner	
  announcement	
  and	
  continue	
  to	
  be	
  placed	
  in	
  the	
  
proceeding	
  weeks.	
  	
  	
  

•   Having	
  titles	
  nominated	
  for	
  multiple	
  awards	
  may	
  have	
  a	
  more	
  positive	
  impact	
  on	
  sales.	
  	
  

•   Format	
  may	
  play	
  a	
  part	
  in	
  the	
  volume	
  of	
  sales.	
  The	
  cases	
  of	
  André	
  Alexis’s	
  Fifteen	
  Dogs,	
  Johanna	
  Skibsrud’s	
  
The	
  Sentimentalists,	
  and	
  Esi	
  Edugyan’s	
  Half-­‐‑Blood	
  Blues	
  suggest	
  that	
  the	
  lower	
  price	
  point	
  of	
  trade	
  
paperbacks	
  may	
  result	
  in	
  more	
  sales.	
  The	
  paperback	
  edition	
  of	
  Rachel	
  Cusk’s	
  Outline	
  surpasses	
  sales	
  of	
  the	
  
hardcover	
  edition.	
  However,	
  sales	
  of	
  Lynn	
  Coady’s	
  Hellgoing	
  are	
  not	
  synonymous	
  to	
  the	
  trend,	
  and	
  Miriam	
  
Toews’s	
  All	
  My	
  Puny	
  Sorrows,	
  shortlisted	
  for	
  the	
  2014	
  Giller,	
  had	
  strong	
  sales	
  despite	
  being	
  available	
  only	
  in	
  
trade	
  hardcover.	
  	
  

	
  
	
  


